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Building a strong marine nation, Taiwan sets Sail
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“World Maritime Day;, Connect with
the International Community and
Support the Global Affairs Initiatively

R 7 U S T T
199 EPN LY ES YE ot
PRI  RAREMETE [
H o o 19984 Bl & BIHE 5 R B S BE4E
R BRSO T 8 B RS B T
HEERG R RLAIE (AR
- 20034 B A8 TWEHE R BIRE
e o HFIEREEG L DR TEH
BB % B R SR B B
RERPAESE 12 F M - E2009%
B 1 6H8E TR THAEEE , -

REW THFIEEH 0 2RI MG
SR fEEE) - HrPERES A R EITEHIE EAMR
LB TR R T HAEERE ,  BEEKS
2078 B T BOMIEEH | 5 EBEARRE K
HEREREED ; HEeH

O X | RSB ~ LIE
< Article | Song Yan-hui, Chiau Wen-yan

n 1992, Canadian Government primarily brought up the idea
I of establishing the "World Maritime Day" in the Earth Sum-
mit awaking people worldwide to the cognition and concern of
the oceans. The United Nation designated the year 1998 to be
the International Year of Ocean. The Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission which is under United Nations Education,
Scientific and Cultural Organization also promoted to establish
the "World Maritime Day". Since 2003, some international non-
governmental organizations and communities such as "the Glo-
bal forum on Oceans, Coasts, and islands", "the World Maritime
Networks", and "Ocean Plan" had held various ocean safeguard
activities. Finally, in December 2008, United Nations General As-
sembly approved that the "World Maritime Day" is designated
on June 8th annually and will be take effect in 2009.

This year, many activities and celebrations are held to sup-
port and respond the day. In the mid May, Manado, Indonesia
held the World Ocean Conference. European Union established
formally the European Maritime Day on May 20th. American has
had its own national maritime day on May 22nd. Netherlands

will hold the International Marine Conference in Rotterdam on
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June 8th. The Conference of Global Marine Network Regions will
be taken place in France in the beginning of June. In the mid June,
the 10th United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative
Conference on Ocean and the Law of the Sea will be taken place
without the number limit of member in the New York. Japan had
established their National Maritime Day on the third Monday of
July in 2003. This year Japanese National maritime Day, all Japa-

nese people will have a holiday.

Taiwan should positively engage in the international mari-
time affairs and support the World Maritime Day through the
internal policy and promotion, though we are not a member of
UN. It is a crucial subject to catch up with the international com-
munity on the development of Ocean and the law of the sea. Sev-

eral approaches to be proposed below:

The first, we suggest that the Ministry of the Interior establishes
formally the "World Maritime Day" on June 8th to implement
the policy "Blue Revolution, Prosperity with Ocean" which is
proclaimed by the President Ma, and, meanwhile, to awake
our people the important relationship between the future of
Taiwan and the ocean. Also, we suggest to coordinate the
"World Maritime Day" with our Fishermen's Day and Navi-

gation Day and to project the celebrations together.

The second, to meet the goal of UN's "World Maritime Day" to
arouse the world's concern on ocean, environment protec-
tion, and climate change, we think it is important to enhance
our people's education on the ocean and build the concept of
"be close to the sea, love the sea, and know the sea.”" We pro-
vide our modest suggestion to the President Ma. He should
set his schedule to visit Nansha Taiping Island in the South
China Sea for the propaganda of the morning jogging and
beach cleaning and promote the international collaboration
on the marine ecological conservation in the South China
Sea. The President should play the key role to urge the es-
tablishment of South China Sea conservation or of the peace

park for ecology tourism and conservation work.

The third, we urge the authorities arrange and read various inter-
national multilateral treaties about the ocean, such as ocean
economic and industry, culture resources, environment pro-
tection, resource conservation and development, maritime
safety and security, and ocean sovereignty, and then estab-
lish them into our internal ocean laws and rules through
legislation. "United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea" approved by the UN in 1982 is one of the critical laws. It

came into effect in
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Conference on the Law of the Sea from 1973 to 1982 since
we withdrew from UN in 1971. Our nation has no the right
to establish and revise the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea with other UN members. Meanwhile, we
have no the right to approve and sign the so-called "Ocean

Constitution”.

Fortunately, our nation held a series of maritime celebra-
tions to praise the "International Year of Ocean" on June 8th,
1998. 18 counties and cities joined the activity of beach cleaning
that day. Our nation issued "Law on the Territorial Sea and the
Contiguous Zone of the Republic of China" and "Law on the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf of the Republic of
China" in 1998. These are our great efforts to struggle to connect

with the international community and the world.

Recently, neighbor countries, which are NU members, ap-
ply to "Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf" for
external continental shelf demarcation in the region of the South
China Sea and the East China Sea. Sadly, Taiwan can not have
legal right to respond. Because we are no longer a member of UN
and the "United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea", we
can not submit our application of external continental shelf de-
marcation to UN or notice UN not to judge the case which may
infringed upon Taiwan's rights through the third nation. How-
ever, our government can have great advance on the interna-
tional relationship through attending international organizations
and conforming voluntarily the international maritime laws and
rules. Our government may release formally our sea sovereignty
to the international through the celebration of "World Maritime
Day" on June 8th, 2009. Further, our government should merge
the "United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea" and other
UN maritime rules and resolutions from United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, United Nations Security Council and its subordi-
nate special organizations into our internal ocean laws formally
through legislation; meanwhile, establish our own "Ocean Basic
Law" as soon as possible. Weourge our government take these in

your further consideration.

( Chair Professor of Graduate Institute of International Politics,
National Chung-Hsing University & Research Fellow of Institute
of European and American Studies, Academia Sinica, Professor of

National Taiwan Ocean University & Executive Deputy Minister

of Environmental Protection Administration, Executive Yuan )
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