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Building a strong matine pation, Taiwan sets Sail
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Orchid Island has Taught Us How to

Carry Out the Work of
cEnergy->aving and environ-

mental Protection Work
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" o lead by own example on energy-saving and re-
T ducing CO2 emission anytime and anywhere. " is .4
the instruction given to all of us by Chang, De-Hou, Director
of Southern Coastal Patrol Office, which also echoes the one
of top priority tasks the Executive Yuan has been promoting.
On top of being the model to carry out the work by ourselves,
to increase the public's awareness via all possible channels is
essential to enhance the effectiveness vigorously. We can not

afford to lose our only and beautiful Formosa, aka Taiwan.
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The scenery of Hsu-Hai is beautiful. When the sky is clear, one can
even see Orchid Island with bare eyes. For dozens of years, my knowledge
about Orchid Island had been limited to several news of "Anti-nuclear pro-
tests by Tao Tribe" on TV. During first months living here after being trans-
ferred in April, 2008, I realized how insensitive I was to Taiwan before. It
has to be stopped that "doing whatever at will without considering the
consequences ", otherwise the harm we make does not affect today only
like the global warming, our next generations will pay tremendous cost on
environment protection. Take the waste cobalt and plutonium produced
by nuclear power generating as the example, the half-lives of the waste are
300 years and 24000 years for cobalt and plutonium. In other words, in ad-
dition to strictly preventing the poison of nuclear cancer, it takes hundreds
to millions of years for Taiwan to naturally purity its environment. Cur-
rently, we are in the economic recession and many people are experiencing
income reduction and mid-age unemployment which have deteriorated
to life crisis. Nuclear power is a kind of "cheap" energy and is one of the
major economic policies our government has been promoting. Each of us,
as a citizen, has the obligation to give our full cooperation to such policy.
Despite the fact, I believe no one is willing to trade the health with material
comforts, and takes the risks of cancer and suffer during the rest of life.
Not to mention "nuclear cancer "is a kind of big tumor which, at current
stage, can not be removed away. Our offspring will be suffering from it im-

mensely. What an expensive price to pay for such a "cheap "energy!

How do we take care of people's livelihood and the environmental
protection at the same time? History shows us that economic prosperity
goes up and down in the long run. The reasons we, Taiwan people, have
always mange to survive are our ancestors understood the essence of "

non

cherishing what we have ", " small wealth comes from being frugal" and "
being thrifty in daily spending attributes to wealth ". Mr. Wang Yong-Cing,
called as God of Management had practiced and preached hardworking
and thrifty during his whole life despite the immense assets he had. He
had set a great example for us. We learn to "lower living standards", "

take what truly need instead of want", and " to control spending.", etc. are
the best way to face the cyclic economic environment. For this reason, we
definitely benefit from energy-saving, reducing CO2 emission and nuclear
waste toward environmental protection as well as living quality. Let us do
put efforts on environmental protection, and invite people around to join

us.

If we keep on burring our heads in the sand and using the environ-
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mental resources muddle-headedly and indifferently , and neglect our civil
responsibilities at the expenses of losing the natural environment and beau-

"o

tifuloscenery of "JinSan", " Kenting", " Orchid Island ", " Siaocious Island ", "
Tungchiato Island, Wang-an " and " H-Hai " ( these are places where nuclear
waste is stored.), The harm will be permanent. As mentioned, tobehave
without knowing to exercise the concepts of " hard-working and frugal” ;
exchange our health for " money" without knowing the seriousness of it,
continue using " tomorrow's environmental resources " without cherishing
what we have and without carrying out energy-saving work , we won't be

able to make up to our children and future generations, not even with high

amount of compensation !

"It's hard to go back from extravagant to frugal." The only way for us
to maintain how we live substantially is that we must conduct correct deeds
in spite of difficulties and care more about issues concerning "self-health ",
" Taiwan ", and " environmental protection ", move further, to take the re-
sponsibilities of making a difference, carrying out the work of energy-sav-
ing and reducing CO2 emission, heading for the green revolution in order
to turn energy crisis into a favorable economic turn. Only by doing so, we

°

could considered ourselves as practitioners of loving Taiwan. .,

(The author is currently with the Chief of Hus-Hai Inspection Office, Coast
Patrol Corps 6-3)
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The CGA staff will be devoted to
exercising the policy concerning
energy saving and carbon emission
reduction by conserving the whole
environment within the sea territory.
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