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Coast ' Guard Investigates Drug Syndicate, Halting Drug

Traffickers at the Source.
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Bag containing 11 Kg of drugs.

B/ EEESEBIEL OArticle/ Han Dou-an

ovember 22nd 2008. Prosecutor from the
N Banciao District Prosecutors Office lead a
successful bust of drugs coming into Taiwan. Aid-
ed by the Taipei Reconnaissance Brigade, Coast
Patrol Corps 12 and 13, Northern Coastal Patrol
Office, CGA, and the Sijhih Precinct Siaau Police
Station. The investigation leads to the capture of
the “Katamine” drug trafficking syndicate headed
by Tsang XX and Ho XX. The syndicate attempted
to smuggle grade 3 katamine ingredients weighing
at 13,139.69 grams and successfully stopped the
entry of the drug into the nation.

The Syndicate is similar to many internation-
al drug cartels, which mainly deals in Heroin, am-
phetamine and katamine. Because Taiwan does
not produce drugs or their main ingredients, most
drug source needs to enter the market through
smuggling. The drug prices are high and the high
profit motivate many to attempt to break the law.
Even with the high penalties punishments in the
nation, traffickers use various channels to enter
the market through China. The example in this
case was Tsang XX, who was a shipping company
cargo truck driver and supplied various pubs and
clubs with katamine in a long term basis. During
the investigation, Tsang XX was found to use his
position and to contact Ho XX whom regularly vis-
its mainland China to contact katamine suppliers.
Tsang XX on Taiwan’s side contacts buyers and
expects to make high profits with the up coming
New Year’s holidays. Investigations by Prosecutor
Li Chao-wei from the Banciao District Prosecutors
Office working with the Taipei Reconnaissance
Brigade, Coast Patrol Corps 12 and 13, North-
ern Coastal Patrol Office, CGA, and the Sijhih
Precinct Siaau Police Station lead to a drug bust
on November 22nd, 2008. Ho XX and associates
were entering the country and making contact with
downstream buyers when the investigators made
their move. The action group began work at 23:30
and captured drug dealers Wu XX and Kwok XX
respectively onYanping N. Rd, driving vehicle
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plate 9F-8xxx(2256) and CKH-1xx (2256). After 1
kg of grade 3 drug katamine was found, the group
moved to Tsang ’s house inOF., No.xx, Hulu St.,
Shilin District and found another 11 kg drugs. Total
bust in this investigation was 13 kg grade 3 drug
katamine.

Today’s drug trafficking trade is no longer the
traditional dealer in the dark alley trading done in
cover, but instead of using busy crowds and flash-
ing neon lights as cover and deals in open daylight
and under public view. International cartels even
uses train stations, department store locker rooms,
motorcycle seat compartments, and car boots as
points to deliver drugs to buyers through light of
hand and spy techniques. The drug traffickers are
becoming more cunning. Taiwan is surrounded by
sea and 1,400km of coast, with well-developed
marine and air transport which all make opportuni-
ties for smuggling. Unless we have a solid lead, it
is unrealistic to expect to intercept all smuggling
operations with the current equipments and per-
sonnel resources. Catching traffickers is a trial of
intelligence against criminal cunning. The traffick-
ers use regularly changing codes to communicate
drug quantity, trading locations for transaction.
Usually having a better grasp of local conditions,
the traffickers have the advantage of knowing the
location, time, season and other factors to con-
found investigators. With the courts numerous
refusals to allow communication surveillance, it
makes the job of the investigators harder. However
thanks to the diligence and perseverance of the in-
vestigating team, evidence slowly gathered finally
gives the opportunity to capture the perpetrators
and halt the drug before it enters the market.

Investigating drug trafficking is a battle of
intelligence against criminal cunning. Dealers are
motivated by high profits to do harm to citizen’s
health. The Coast Guard Administration has a
duty to protect our citizen’s health and properties
and maintain constant vigilance to the coast and
marine territories. We encourage citizens to make
use of coast guards hotline 118 to stop crimes
from being committed.

(The author is Carrently with the Keelung
Mobile Law Enforcement Brigade,Northern
Coastal Patrol Office, Coastal Patrol Director-

ate General)




