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Coast guard kept pouring water on it to keep its life.
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4t October, 2008, about 17:30, Yuan-ly

Inspection Office noticed the Tongshou duty
officer- 3rd-grade petty officer Song-shu Wu, to
have more officers to help with the 2 grounded
cetaceans nearby Thu-shue-li coastal area. While
the 1st grade petty officer Jian-ming Huang was
informed by Wu, Huang hurried with his staff Yao-
de Huang to the grounded area with whale-using
canvas at 17:40. When they arrived, they found 2
whales grounded there and the bigger one was
already dead while the smaller one was still alive.
They dragged the live one to the beach with the
canvas and kept pouring water on it to keep its life
till the rescue team from Taiwan Cetacean Society
got there. About 21:30, the cetaceans rescue team

arrived. After checking the whale, they confirmed
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it's life was in a good condition and showed no ob-

vious wounds. The team discussed with Jun-wei
Yu, the on scene commander of Duty Command
Center, and then decided to settle the whale in the
Tung-Hsiao Inspection Office temporarily through
the night.

They planned to place the whale inside a
lifeboat at first, however the boat was too small
for it, so they can’t but laying the cetacean in the
bathtub on the 1st floor with no better choice. Af-
ter everyone’s joint effort, this treasured guest afar
finally had place to stay. All people in Tung-Hsiao
inspection office were burdened by taking care
of the whale. They not only kept pouring water
on it regularly, but also checked its breathing ev-
ery 5 hours. This job was not easy! According to
the message from cetaceans rescue people, the
whale breathes 6--7 times every 5 minutes in nor-
mal times. However, our whale’s breathing was up
to 20 more times every 5 minutes. It was nervous
and the fact made us ran scared that it might die
by some mindlessness. Fortunately, cetacean ex-
perts stayed with us and helped through the whole
night. Next morning, the cetaceans rescue people
drove the whale to Taichung harbor and then fol-
lowed the Navy to set the whale free in the sea. At
8:40, 3rd petty officer Song-shu Wu and seaman
Wen-sheng Wang went to Yunli inspection office in
Chushueili to deal with the dead body of the dead
whale. Till then, this event came to an end.

In this process of cetaceans rescue mission,
everyone did his best to save its life. My colleagues
and | were proud and happy for this mission. It is
our treasurable memory and we never will forget it.
(The author is currently with the Tongshou In-
spection Office, Coastal Patrol Corps 3-2, Cen-

tral Coastal Patrol Office, Coastal Patrol Direc-

torate General)




