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I + Foreword

According to The Minority Report of BRICT,
Goldman Sachs predicted that in Asia there will
be the highest global economy growth in the next
10 years. Following the report on global new eco-
nomic body — the four golden brick countries in
2007, WinWin Weekly wrote another article to
foresee the new economic circle in the great Me-
kong River basin? . All of these sayings no doubt
indicate the promising high economic growth in
Asia in the next dozen of years. Taiwan happens
to possess the geographical key position out of
the so-called great Mekong River basin economic
circle and mainland China, and the most impor-
tant transit location from these two regions to the
America and the Northeast Asia aerial zones; this
is namely Taiwan’s niche on the sea.

Taiwan is a small island of little important nat-
ural resources isolated in the East Sea of Mainland
China. However, the unique oceanic location won
Taiwan global attention; for instance, in the Treaty
of Saragossa (or Treaty of Zaragoza) promulgat-
ed by the Roman pope during the Great Voyage
Age, Taiwan took the hinge of the 123 degree east
longitude that delimited the Pacific Ocean islands
arc. Since 17th century, Taiwan became relay
station from the Southeast Asia to the Northeast
Asia. For several hundreds of years, Taiwan has
not only continued its crucial role on the sea but
also demonstrated the marine significance in the
modern era of globalization, technology and infor-
mation. The island declares its importance by the
unique marine and economic characteristics, and

plays a stronger role in the international maritime
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Container vessels approaching Kaohsiung Harbor.

affairs. Here are some of my personal opinions on

Taiwan’s marine niche.

Il .Historical background
( 1 ).Geographical appropriateness and mildclimate

Taiwan is situated at the intermediate zone
of Northern Hemisphere, with the Tropic of Cancer
passing through Jiayi County and Taidong County.
Its subtropical climate and sea enclosure together
shape mild and comfortable climate. The Span-
ish sailors passed by the island and cried out the
“Formosa”, which also suggested its geographical
and ecological beauty. The majority of Taiwan resi-
dents may get used to and hardly realize the ad-
vantage. However, compared to the recent wired
disaster whether caused by climate change, such
as snow storm in mainland China or heat wave in
Northeast Asia, the constant climate in Taiwan is
much precious.
(I1). International strategic location

During the cold war, the United States of
America and other countries highly regarded
Taiwan, partly because it belonged to one of the
anti-communism partners, and partly because its
democratic achievement contrasted communist
centralization on the other side. On the other hand,
the US listed Taiwan one of the major forces, mili-
tarily and politically, to block communist influence
toward the Pacific Ocean. In the early days, the
US posted army and signed Sino-American Mu-
tual Defense Treaty to safeguard the island; un-
til the diplomatic tie was broken, the US offered
necessary defense weapons according to Taiwan
Relations Act. All of these measures appeal to
Taiwan'’s central location in the first island chain of
the west Pacific Ocean, and the cluster in Taiwan
Strait of South Asia into and out of Northeast Asia,
therefore it has an important international strategic
status.
lll. Modern times

( 1 ).Key point of submarine cable laying
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Since 1950s, Taiwan has been the relay sta-

tion of Asian-Pacific submarine cable, which func-
tions major telecommunication between countries
other than satellites. The appropriate position on
East Asian Island chain makes Taiwan the inter-
national cable relay station between Southeast
Asian and Japan, Korea, or even Guam Island. In
the mid 2007, Google was planning a foreign data
center in Changpin Industrial Park3in Changhwa,
western Taiwan, because the host offers Hi-Tech
electronic and relevant industries and techniques.
Without geographical concern, this innovation
pleads only science and technology which Taiwan
can offer, and is worth of our reflection and dupli-
cation.
(I). Virgin land of petroleum

Chinese progress of oil field exploitation in
East China Sea has drawn the international media
and relevant research institutions to forecast the
continental shelf the largest petroleum reserve all
over the world4, and major oil companies to pres-
ent explorative cooperation programs. Research-
es of gas hydrate and other alternative energy
sources come out one by one. A battle on marine
rights and interests is likely to occur in the region
where Taiwan archipelago is located in. Concern-
ing the efforts of many countries devoted into ex-
ploring oil and gas in the fringe oceans, the seas
around Taiwan are likely to become a virgin land of
international petroleum energy in the future.
(l).Development of marine transportation and

industries

1.Countries such as Japan and Korea pur-
chase petroleum mostly from the Middle East and
secure the sea transport route from the Middle
East, via Malacca, South China Sea as their “mari-
time lifeline”. Since the tension across the Taiwan
Strait prohibited direct link, the N-S course was in-
tensive yet maintained in order. Under the current
circumstance that the cross-Strait relation keeps

warming up, nevertheless, direct links are impera-

tive, and the parties involved are going to include
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The sea bottom geography in East China Sea between Taiwan

and Mainland China

Japan, Korea and other countries who request
marine transportation lines around Taiwan. Cross-
Strait direct link may complicate maritime trans-
portation safety and change the present seaport
transit operation. Until then, marine transit center,
financial operation centre, and all sorts of monitors
in Taiwan will be of great change in accordance to
political impact.

2.Taiwan has four major commercial seaports
in Keelung, Kaohsiung, Taichuang, Huilien, and
international airports in Taoyuan, Siaogang, and
Taichuang. The former Mainland Chinese policies
limited all the cross-Strait commerce and trade
activities to transit via and benefit areas such as
Hong Kong and South Korea. Concerning Taiwan’s
island trade economy, as long as the two sides re-
main politically and diplomatically stable, or even
sign the so-called “peace protocol”, direct links are
going to activate the above-mentioned ports, with
streams of people and logistics, and industries
such as ship crafting, food and beverage, service,
gambling and tourism. The potentiality is huge.
(IV).Cross-Strait economic circle

Upon the emergence of China, the world
has been eager to weigh and assess the impacts
in politics, economy or military. Regardless the po-
litical or military interaction across Taiwan Strait,
the initial economic interest from Chinese devel-
opment may shape a cross-Strait common market
or ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), which in
many ways is for the best interest of Taiwan, as
long as Taiwan government opens up enough to
the other side economically. Taiwan owns talents
and industry chains in transportation and shipping,
tourism, commerce and trade, finance, or even
science and technology. For instance, the Singa-
porean ninth President expressed willing to sign a
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Taiwan immedi-
ately following his election; obviously he saw the
potential prosperity and progress in Taiwan once
cross-Strait relation is warmed up further. In ad-

dition to the current advantages on the sea, funds
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of international hot money, of Taiwanese traders
“salmon return to homeland”, or even of other
heavy funds may pour into Taiwan and lead it to-
ward a more brilliant oceanic era.
(V). Military hot spot in East Asia

In response to Taiwan government’s
constant independence appeals to the United Na-
tions, China remains the most active program of
guided missiles to Taiwan all over the world; mis-
siles deployed at targeting Taiwan already exceed
1,400 in total, with addition of 100 pieces annu-
ally. On the other hand, the Chinese Communist
ground troops in Nanjing, Guangzhou and Jinan,
for example, regularly develop attack measures
of suppression, blockade, etc. Taiwan Strait has
already become the military hot spot in East Asia.
Certainly, the rearrangement of domestic political
blueprint in Taiwan may release the tension across

the Strait.

(V1). Protector of marine ecology

Since the establishment of Kenting National
Park on January 1, 2004, successors included
Yang Ming Shan, Sheipa, Yushan, Jinmen, Taro-
ko, and particularly the Dongsha Marine National
Park which was set up on January 17, 2007. The
marine national park is an official declare to the
world of our protection of and attention to marine
ecology. Taiwan and peripheral islands scatter
from East China Sea to South China Sea. The ex-
cellent ocean environment and coral reefs gener-
ate diverse marine lives. Current statistics © have
shown abundant resources of more than 250 cor-

als and 556 fishes around Taiwan and peripheral

islands. The record excites ecological researchers
all over the world. Thanks to the promotion by the
local marine education and research, along with
supports from Coast Guard Administration, Fish-
ery Administration, Construction and Planning
Agency, Taiwan’s diverse marine ecology is main-
tained by conservation. The pride belongs to all

of us.

(VI). Fishery country
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Taiwan is an island country with many
currents such a Kuroshio, Oyashio Current and
coastal flows converging nearby and bringing up
immeasurable fishery resources. As a result, fish
culture of coastal fishery, cultivation, offshore cage
fish farming are all popular. Furthermore, Taiwan
is one of the important deep-sea fishery countries,

with fishing fields extensive to the three great

NR - MEERERENBNNRBERECEE -
oceans - the Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean

and the Indian Ocean.® Related international fish-
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ery agreements or conventions are unable to ig-
nore Taiwan and its fishing dominance, though it is

not yet one of the United Nations members.

IV ~ Conclusion
Taiwan has countless stories with the

surrounding seas for long time. Rather than an

obstacle, ocean has been the interface for Taiwan

to meet the world, and the environment to rely
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" | oty on. Without it, Taiwanese history is deficient and
Sy # i intact. Thus, regarding Taiwan a marine country

s . "f,1 gﬁr '-_- does not mean a judgment to the former policies,

instead, it is a promising view into the future and

e

to the rest world.
Executive Yuan established the Council of

Marine Affairs Advancement under task force,
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adopted the National Oceans Policy Guidelines,
revised A White Paper on the Marine Education
Policy, formulated the Program for the Develop-
ment Planning of Marine Affairs, and worked on
consequent subtasks. Unfortunately, funding bud-
get and political issues made effective implemen-
tations quite a few. In my opinion, the mentioned
guiding principles, white paper or other schemes
in fact have caught up with international trend, and
can be compared to President Ma’s marine policy
of “Blue Revolution, Marine Foundation” during his
election campaign. Proposals of “integrating ma-
rine management, enhancing marine conscious-
ness, strengthening marine research and develop-
ment, wisely utilizing marine resources, sustaining

marine industries and protecting marine environ-
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ment” to some extent correspond to the current
measures. In other words, a blue sea strategy to
base in Taiwan and look out to the rest world has
already taken shape. Success will come as long
as practice is on.

Marine affairs are multi-dimensional and
complicated, and a lack of a comprehensive ma-
rine affairs institution at present makes the situ-
ation even worse. If administration organizations
are to be rearranged, related units in oceanic law
enforcement, fishery, and seaport and harbor are
recommended to add in; those institutions can be
in charge of integrating marine affairs, lifting re-
strictions on relevant policies and decrees, lead-
ing people to the sea by promotion and education,
and stimulating industries by science and technol-
ogy. Until people get close to the sea, our national

marine prospects are in near future.

(The author is currently with the Secretariat

Office of Coast Guard Administration.)
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