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The Coast Guard Administration uncovers mternatlonal drug tradmg-wam container. The investigating offers are monitoring Ioadmg and unload
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release from Custom’s check.

Detained Ephedrine is hidden inside soda powder and seeks to

n Taiwan, the recent trend of drugs has

I been “diversity of drug type”, “lower age of
drug user”, “internationalization and organization
of drug trading group”. Such a trend shocks pub-
lic security and brings negative impact on nation’s
overall image, as well as its competitiveness sig-
nificantly. Ever since 2005, the government de-
clared battle against drugs by designating the pe-
riod from 2005 to 2008 as the years of nation-wide
war against drugs. In regard with the policy, Taipei
Reconnaissance Brigade launched a program so

as to detect Ephedrine, the fourth-ranking drugs

which emerged newly in Taiwan.

Since December, 2006, Taipei Reconnaissance

Brigade has explored the drug trading group led
by Hsu. After concessive monitoring for a half
year, Hsu almost controlled 90% of the whole mar-
ket of Ketamine in Taiwan. He even expanded his
market to discos, Pubs, night clubs located in Tai-
pei, Taoyuan through distributors under him. In or-
der to carefully discover trading channel of Hsu’s
group, Taipei Reconnaissance Brigade, coast and
maritime departments of Coast Guard Adminis-
tration, ZhongShan Police District, cooperatively
established a special team. During April to May,
2008, the team aimed at those who involved in the
drug trading group, and follow trail of suspects, as
well as those keeping contact with said suspects,
to search out proof by lying in wait for, monitor-
ing. Soon after discovering the place where Hsu’s
drugs were hidden, the team assumed the drugs
have been transmitted as covered by soda pow-
der imported by 2XX, Ltd. registered with an un-
real person, and traded for significant profits when
available.

As of the 6th day of May, 2008, the team was

informed of the arrival of the container carrying

soda powder imported by the group. It was also

due to the custom’s check on the container, the
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said container has not been taken away from Wu-
Du Container Yard, Keelung by a driver designated
by a custom brokerage firm until 12th May, 2008.
The team immediately proceeded with concessive
monitoring activity. Eventually, after unstoppable
ambushing for seven days, personnel of the team
tracked down 498.3 kg drugs which were suspect-
ed to be the fourth-ranking drug, Ephedrine, at
A.M. 12:00, 12th May. In the meantime, the team
also arrested Chen, who was responsible to watch
2XX, Ltd. by using reliable clues. Chen, as well as
Kao, the driver of the truck, has been detained for
further investigation.

According to the driver’s confession, a custom
brokerage firm in Taipei applied to the custom for
entry of the said container, and Hsu, the legal rep-
resentative of 2XX Ltd., was in charge of the im-
porting work. Promptly, personnel of the team had
contact with Hsu and obtained his promise to ex-
plain the flowchart of importing the said container
in person. Through examination, the team found
the suspect made a good use of soda powder
to hide drugs. Repeated examination has prov-
en Hsu was guilty. This case was subsequently
transferred to Taoyuan District Prosecutors Office.
As a result, a total of 498.3kg Ephedrine, worth of
NT$ 300,000,000 was detained.

As the drugs detained have origin from India
with transshipment in Dubai, this case reflected
no boundaries for drug trading and upgrading of
trading methods (e.g. hiding 498.3kg Ketamine
inside 7,500kg soda powder). Nearly 90% of Ket-
amine market in northern Taiwan has been under
control of Hsu’s group. What made the situation
better was that investigating team succeeded in
terminating the importing channel of the interna-
tionalized group and interdicted the source by
continuous tracking for a half concessive year.

Due to rapid economic growth, significant social
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Mr. YU, former Deputy Administrator at Coast Guard Adminis-

tration re-announces determination to counter drugs at press

conference.
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change, greater distance between people, popula-
tion addicted to drugs has younger age and larger
number, creating the major cause of social prob-
lems. Even though the government made all ef-
forts contributing to anti-drug activities, the young
generation has taken newly created drugs more
often than ever. To find out the reason, it is as-
sumed fewer penalties for selling third and fourth
ranking drugs may be blamed. Besides, pursuant
to (Statute for Narcotics Hazard Control), the third
ranking drugs such as Ketamine the thired-ranking
drug,and Ephedrine the fourth-ranking drug leads
to less penalties, but provides profits so high as
the first and second ranking drugs. The urgent de-
mand therefore worsened the problem. In order
to obtain a solution, relying upon a replacement
of more penalties to the third ranking drugs, Ket-
amine, by policy making of the Legislative Yuan
following installment of the new authorities, is in-
sufficient. Instead, social security and fight against
crimes require full cooperation, as well as sharing
of intelligence between such governmental de-
partments as prosecutors, police, military police,
investigation bureau, Customs and Coast Guard
Administration. Keeping strong determination to
break off the source of drugs and maintain peace
in society, investigating officers in Coast Guard
Administration will continue their efforts to Control,
track, and seize newly created drugs.

(The author is currently with the Taipei Recon-

naissance Brigade.)




