1 1 il
T Py

World of Obeéri Pat:ro-l |

~ | A new experienge
O/ M

©Article/ Lin Wei-lun

come from a single parent family, but | did
not lose any family love just because of it.
Instead, | was loved and even spoiled by my moth-
er. | have never left home and never get to live

on my own either. My mother simply took care of

everything for me in all my life. | did not realize

how hard work she had done until one day she fell

sick.. Ever since she was admitted to the hospital,

it has become my second home. | had been in
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agony at my mother’s suffering during that time.

All I could do is to accompany her when she con-

ducts her treatment and visits the doctor. All of a

sudden | felt so tiny and helpless, but whenever |

thought that she is my mother, the responsibility

for taking care of my mother made me feel like

there is nothing to fear.

Right then | received my letter of recruitment

from the military; the first thought that came into

my mind was “what about my mum?” But my mum
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stage and told me to leave at ease. Even though |

cannot defy the recruitment from the military, with

the word from my mum | felt more relief, thank you

mother! When | reported to the military | realized

that everything is so different here, a new environ-

ment, new habit, new people and event. At that

moment | felt like a newborn baby, ready to start

a new life (of course that includes the crew cut |

just received)! | used to think | have faced many
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difficulties before the national service and thought
| will have no problem living independently, but the
great diversity in the army made me feel like a tiny
frog living in my own well.

In the army there are variety of people who
skip classes, people who has their own company,
students who just graduated overseas, but the
only similarities we had were that everyone was
called to join the army at the same time. Some
people say that the national service is a waste
of time since you won’t be able to learn anything
there, but to me the most important thing while
serving the army is how to not feel tired, the rest is
up to the mind on how to get through this one year.
Within our department | feel that human interaction
is something very important, specially in this case
where everyone is treated equal, wear the same
clothes but with different personality. It was pretty
amazing to find that people are like color, some
are red (outgoing) some are blue (people who are
blue), and with the addition of other colors we form
a whole different color. It seems like we are here
to learn how to mix different colors, and how to fill
up with colors that we want us to be.

Even though the national service has forced
me to leave my home, the distance did helped bind
our feelings deeper and made the family closer. A
short telephone call can help me express my con-

cerns to my family and also made me care for my

family more. | no longer waste my holiday; instead

| have learned how to plan for my break. Maybe
different background creates different habits, and
habits will lead to different personality, but the life
here will change a person’s habit! This is why hu-
man is in charge of their own life — because a per-
son will change, and will eventually grow up!

(The author is currently with the Central Coast
Patrol Office, Coast Patrol Corps4 — Training
Corps.)




