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hough arising diversified voices and

criticisms, on February 2, 2008 President
Chen Shui-Bian not only successfully visited
Spratly islands by C-130 military airplane, host-
ed the inauguration ceremony of the airstrip and
greeted stationed soliders, but also proposed the
“Spratly Initiatives” portraying the future develop-
ment blueprint of Taiwan’s policies in the South
China Sea. To President Chen, though being not
accompanied by the media to witness the histori-
cal moment, he finally realized his political prom-
ise made in September 2005 by visiting the island
himself. As he stepped on Taiping Island five days
before the Chinese New Year, fifty days before
the presidential election in March, and didn’t in-
vite Frank Hsieh, the DPP president candidate, to
visit there, the suspicion of political intention had
been further weakened. In history, President Chen
is indeed the first R.O.C. president and general
military commander who set his feet on the south
tip of its territory-Taiping Island.

To national domestic policies, President Chen’s
visit intentionally demonstrated his status as the
highest leader of Taiwan, continually dominating
the policies of politics, war strategies, national
security, and diplomatic, which also included the

Spratly Initiative and national marine policies.
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The inauguration of the airstrip and Presi-
dent'’s visit represented an important turning point
in the Spratly policies. They were politically mean-
ingful. Furthermore, the milestone-building airstrip
on Taiping Island and President’s one day visit had
also approve the correctness to have “National
Security Council” (hereinafter as the “Council”),
a higher governmental hierarchy, take over the
Spratly affairs from the South China Sea Ad-hoc
Team operated by the Ministry of the Interiors. In
mid August 2005, the “Council” was ratified by the
“President to set up Marine Situation Meeting” to
take on matters in South China Sea, East China

Sea and West Pacific Ocean. The unit would be
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responsible for matters regarding national
sovereignty, relations with nearby countries, in-
ternational cooperation and disputes, cross-strait
relations, maritime strategies, maritime security,
and the other related researching matters. Owing
to the fact that the “Council”, chaired by the Presi-
dent, is the major governmental think tank for na-
tional strategies, the policies of South China Sea
has been arisen to the President’s level.

In international meaning, President Chen vis-
ited the island as a national leader was one prac-
tical demonstration on Taiwan’s sovereignty over
the Spratly Islands. It also indicated that Taiwan
would not only take any necessary measures in
the future to protect its territorial sovereignty and
marine rights, but determined to manage the vast
“blue territory” of South China Sea. Moreover, by
stepping onto Taiping Island, he also conveyed
an important message to the boundary states of
South China Sea and international community that
Taiwan has the right and should be able to partici-
pate in various dialogues and cooperative devel-
opment projects concerning this region.

To find a solution for Taiwan to participate
the dialogues and cooperation projects in South
China Sea, President Chen proposed the Spratly
Initiative that was different from China’s and met
the standards of future ecological trend. It also
prevents other countries from looting marine re-
sources-oil, natural gas, nontraditional “energy-
flammable ice”, and fishing resources that belong
to us, and aims to protect the environment in South
China Sea from further devastation. In the Initia-
tive, President Chen asked nearby countries to
“replace sovereignty argument with environmental
protection, and substitute ecological sustainability
for resource looting.”

The first article of “Spratly Initiative” stresses

that Taiwan is willing to accept the meaning
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and principles written in Declaration on the Con-
duct of Parties in the South China Sea on equal
sovereignty bases. As the declaration’s base of
solving issues in South China Sea is to achieve
with peaceful means, the initiative leaves no room
for countries in the South China Sea to object to.
Though, on Taiping Island, President Chen said
that Taiwan expects to take part in the stipulation
of Code of Conduct in South China Sea for an ear-
lier stability and security in the region, Spratly Ini-
tiative does not enlist the demand in the content.
President Chen might clearly state the stance of
Taiwan, if he attaches the following words in the
initiative:“we ask countries in the South China Sea
to think seriously about the possibilities and ways
for Taiwan to sign on or participate in the Code of

Conduct in South China Sea in the future.”
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The second article of the Initiative indicates
the situation that marine resources been looted by
surrounding countries and emphasizes the future
development of the region should be focused on
ecological preservation. Whereas since the out
break of first international energy crisis in early
1970s, countries in the South China Sea had oc-
cupied isles and enforced their sovereignty on
them owing to the abundant oil gas preservation in
the seabed. With the price for each barrel of crude
oil skyrocketing over US$100 in international mar-
kets and increasing concern over energy safety in
the South China Sea countries, it is quite difficult
to promote the idea of turning the region into a
marine ecological preservation area which means
to ban any developing activities of oil-drilling and
fishing. Maybe a better initiative is to appeal to
countries for utilizing the resources in South China
Sea with the raising awareness of ecological pres-
ervation and oil pollution threaten.

The third article of the Initiative mentions the
regularly opening the area and inviting interna-
tional scholars, environmental protection groups
to visit Pratas Atoll, Taiping Island and Jhongjhou
Reef for researches and investigations. As Taiwan
owns the sovereignty of Pratas Atoll with no ar-
guments, other countries shall not have reasons
to protest our effective management. However,
Vietnam might be opposed to the idea of conduct-
ing researches and investigations on Taiping Is-
land and Jhongjhou Reef, which are implications
of Taiwan’s sovereignty on them. Nevertheless
Taiwan government has effectively managed Taip-
ing Island and Jhongjhou Reef, so it should not be
sensitive and argumentative but be implementable
to invite international scholars and environmental
groups to conduct researches and investigation
on them.

In the former half of the fourth article appeals
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to countries in the South China Sea for not halt-
ing the international cooperation because of highly
sensitive political sovereignty issues. The latter
part of the article expects that all countries in the
region should establish private research institutes
to prevent disputes through international seminars
and the second track dialogue mechanism. The
content of this article fits in with the interests of
countries in the region; hence it should not be op-
posed.

In summary, the President’s trip and “Spratly
Initiative” represented an important turning point
for Taiwan’s policies in the South China Seaillus-
trating political meaning. On the contrary, after the
pan-Blue parties wined the presidential election,
Taiwan'’s policies in South China Sea will roughly
be going according to the Policy Guidelines for
South China Sea, which drafted in 1993 by the
ex-Premier Lian Jhan and ex-Minister of Ministry
of the Interiors Wu Bo-hsiung. No matter what,
the Taiwan’s new government is also bound to re-
evaluate the current trend of South China Sea, do
mestically political development and the relation
across the straits to stipulate a new, complete set
of policies applied in South China Sea.

(The author is a research with the Institute of
European and American Studies. Academia Si-

nica.)



