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Report on Rescued A One-Hundred Thou-
sand = Ton Work Boat
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he east sea area was attacked by
T northeast monsoons and cold
currents, causing very poor weather. Late night on
Feb-12, 2008, a maritime accident happened at the
outer-sea of Hualien. A Keelung-registered “ Hai-
Peng No. 8” pusher barge was moored at Hualien
Port for repair due to connector malfunction. The
small work boat “ Siang-Rong 102 ” (carrying 22
tons of diesel oils and massive sandstones) of the
pusher barge , was waiting to be transported in
the area 2 nautical miles in the out-sea of Hualien.
However, the work boat was attacked by surges
of the 10th grade , causing water flooding into
the cabinet. The work boat could be doomed for
sinking at anytime. Inspite of the poor weather,
Offshore Flotilla Hualien still went for rescue and
successfully rescued 12 crew members, ending a
near maritime distress.

Cause of the incident : Keelung-registered
small work boat “ Siang-Rong 102 * left the port
with full loaded sandstones in the evening of Feb-
12, getting ready to be connected to the pusher
barge “ Hai-Pong NO. 8 ” before heading for Taipei
Harbor for unloading. When trying to connect at
17:00, the connection failed due to connector mal-
function, forcing work boat “ Siang-Rong 102 ” and
its 12 crew members on board to anchor at 2 nau-
tical miles off Hualien and waiting to be connected
to “ Hai-Pong No. 8 ” again. At that time, gale and
surge were fierce, “ Sing-Rong ” work boat was at-
tacked fiercely by surge . Water was flooding into
the cabinet, causing the work boat dooming to sink
at anytime. The 12 crew members on board were
in dire need of rescue.

An emergency response center was
established by Offshore Flotilla 6 (Hualien) , Mari-
time Patrol Directorate General once they
were informed about the incident. They immedi-

ately dispatched PP10019 patrol vessel to rescue
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The coastal guardian officers performed efficiently to rescue

and send the ship crews to the hospital for medical care.

and was instructed to work with “ Nan-Tou Patrol
Vessel ” of East Sector Flotilla on the rescue mis-
sion. PP10019 left for rescue at 18 :00 and arrived
at the scene at 18:45. There were total 12 crew
members on board ( 7 Taiwanese and 5 Burman).
The weather was extremely poor with gale and
surge of up to 3-4- story high. Moreover, the boat
itself was severely tilted, and was doomed to sink
at anytime.

Hualien Harbor Bureau dispatched tug boat
“ Wan-Rong ” at 19:18 to assist with the rescue.
AT 19:53, the weather was so bad that it was im-
possible for the tug boat “ Wan-Rong “ of Hualien
Harbor Bureau to leave for rescue. At the same
time, the work platform of “ Siang-Rong 102 "was
drifted southbound by the waves. The condition
was pressing.

Based on Captain Lu-Bing’s decision to
evacuate the 12 crew members first, PP10019
started the rescue work. At 22:10, PP5015, un-
der the direction of commander Ba Yi-ning, was
assignedto back up the mission, and vice com-

mander Chen, Shao-Dong was in charge of the
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emergen cy response center. At first, a rescue
attempt of mooring was considered by the patrol
guards but it failed due to poor weather. Com-
mander at scene realized that the chances for
saving lives were fleeting. Any trivial human
negligence could not only jeopardize the rescue
mission but also pose danger to the boat itself
and the crew members on board. Based on the
responsibilities of CGA, the commander made a
prompt decision to instruct patrol guards at scene
to transport the crew members by throwing them
life buoys connected with ropes. Nan-Tao Patrol
Vessel was standing by in case of accidents and it
was patrol vessels PP10019 and PP5015 execut-
ing the rescue work. The process was extremely
dangerous. After hours of battling with surge, 12
crew members on board were transported to the
patrol vessel safely. The patrol vessels
immediately returned to Hualien port and
3 injured crew members were sent by the a
mbulance of Hualien Fire Department
and Hualien Harbor Bureau to Mennonite
Christian Hospital for medical treatment.Offshore

Flotilla Hualien and Coast Patrol Corps
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When sailors from capsized vessels are sal-
vaged, coast guard personnel handed over hot
soup and blanket for them.

83 provided the rest of the crew members with
pre-prepared towels for keeping warm as well as
hot soup to drink. Then, each and every member
called to inform their families of being safe. The
rescue mission was completed successfully.
Director General of Costal Patrol Director-
ate General Lin Fu-an was the commander at the
night of the 12th, giving orders personally to do
their very best in rescuing the crew members and
reminded them to pay attentions to 3S policy as
well as other orders. In addition, vice director Lin,
Sing-heng also guided through all prepara
tions before leaving. Patrol officers of Offshore
Flotilla Hualien followed exactly the orders from
their supervisors. With their sophisticated ship-
handling skills, they adopted the mode of patrol
vessel's bow approaching to a single position of
the wrecking boat by grasping the sea current, the
directions of the wind, height of the waves and the
turning courses of the drifting work boat, the patrol
officers were able to focus on the correct direction
instantly and moved close to the boat until within
certain safe distances. Then, after throwing the
life buoys successfully, they immediately backed

steadily and slowly and paid attentions to
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the crew members waiting to be rescued at sea.
While adjusting the moving direction of the ves-
sel based on the drifting directions of the crew
members, the patrol officers also assessed the
right spot for the crew members to get on the life
net. When transporting the 9th crew member, Wu
Jheng-dian, aged 64, to the life net, Wu failed to
climb onto the net because of not having enough
strength due to his age, Officer Wang Jhong-jheng
jumped into the sea and dragged Wu onto the net,
then transported him onto the patrol vessel with the
help of many patrol officers. Wu received immedi-
ate attentions once transported on board. Based
on the concept of “ one life community”, all rescue
officers at scene conducted the rescue mission by
following orders. Effective management and unify-
ing coastal and maritime patrol units are the main
reasons that all 12 crew members were saved
successfully and returned home safe and sound.
Lives are priceless. Human lives always come
first at maritime rescue missions. The patrol offi-
cers of Offshore Flotilla Hualien have upheld the
spirit of “ defender of the sea “ to its fullest. They
applied the professional maritime rescuing skills in
the mission and gone through a near-death expe-
rience to finally rescue 12 crew members in spite
of gale and surge and cold weather. They saved
not only lives but also 12 families from coming
apart. According Commander Ba : maritime res-
cues, serving people and maintaining maritime
safety are the unshirkable responsibilities of CGA.
All patrol officers aim to become a proper “ de-
fender of the sea” so that the public has deeper
understanding with patrol officers’ never giving up
on their work and their resolutions to save lives.
(The author is currently with the Offshore Flo-
tilla 6 (Hualien) , Maritime Patrol Directorate

General)




