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believe everyone has been to the sea. The
I sea is so broad and everyone passesx by
would be reluctant to give up the beautiful scene.
It is so attractive because it changes so fast and it
varies from minute to minute. It is golden and spar-
kling in the sunshine. If you raise your head to look
further, the water and the sky are overlapping, as
if a blue drawing board. There are light and dark
blue everywhere and thank to the blue, my days in
Coast Guard were not lonely.

I'have a different idea to the sea: As a shore
patrol of the Coast Guard Administration, there are
more responsibility and honor to me. We monitor
the fishing port to prevent any illegal issues that
might harm people and if there are people in dan-
ger, we provide assistance. | have known that it is
a heavy burden but not until the 41st day | arrived

at the team, | realized that the burden can be so

sweet.
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February 25th,2008 was a cold day. People in
Zhu-wei dock put on their overcoat to hunt for food
and warmth. | was standing there and watching
the sea. It looked so peaceful; however, | cannot
be distracted, for anything hazardous might just
happen in the next moment.

It was reported that a person fell into the sea
at 8:30 pm. We knew how dangerous it could be,
he could lose his life even if we came to his res-
cue just one minute late. We reported this issue to
the Battalion office and sent seven staff workers
in Zhu-wei safety inspection station equipped with
life buoy and torpedo buoy to the shore.

The location was close to the inspection sta-
tion and by the time we arrived there, the maneu-

ver soldiers of service squadron arrived too. The
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He was still terrfied by the time we saved him.

fallen person was drifting over there and | could
only see his arm waving at us. He tried to raise his
head to breathe, as if he would drown in the deep
sea the next moment.

We try our best to save every single life and
none of us would let go of any chances. We have
put on our life vest as trained by the time leaving
the station and began the mission as soon as we
arrived there. We cast the life buoy and with our
hope and confidence, it was right there and reach-
able to him. A cheer arose from the bottom of our
hearts; however, we would not relax ourselves be-
fore the person was rescued and the mission was
completed safely. There must be no regret during
the mission. We pulled him to the shore as fast as
we could. It was amazing that almost everyone in
the dock stretched his/her arm to try to pull him up
by the time he got to the shore. It was instinct that
he stretched his arm but we were so surprised that
no matter how far apart he/she was from the shore,
everyone in the dock was on his/her knee to try to
save him. Though we might not know each other,
no matter he is noble or humble, rich or poor, the
only thing that brought everyone altogether was
to save a life and | finally realized the reason we

were burdened heavily.
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It was so sweet that by the time we handed
him to the inspection station for further treatment,
clothes and hot water were already there for us.
He wrapped a big towel around his body; water
was dripping from his hair and chin. The tempera-
ture was so low and as wind blew, it was biting.
He was trembling; however, he never stopped the
word “thank you”. Though the volume was low, |
felt warm when | heard it. We felt that the harsh
training was worth at that time and no one was
tired after mission. Instead, everyone smiled.
The responsibility and honor are both bitter and
sweet.

| believe that as long as you work hard, you
will be successful one day. Through our hard work
and persistency, we are strong and able to handle
situations that come suddenly. Every single item
in our training is vital and one tiny mistake can
result in death. None of us would let go of every
single chance to save a life, for we could be the
only hope. We would never give up; no matter how
dangerous and how hard the situation is, for every
single moment is crucial.
(The author is currently with the 2 — 3 Coast
Guard Corp of the Northern Coast Patrol Of-

fice.)




