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|.Foreword

Advance in the 21st century stimulates people's
consciousness of environmental protection, as well as
care about the ecology. The frend results in harsh
aftitudes from the public to the govemment's construction
projects. Demonstrations against a variety of public
constructions are therefore seen on mass media often.
For people in general, this circumstance may be meraly
an episode; however, it is an extremely difficult task and
a dilemma for Maritime Law Enforcement officers. How
to obtain a balance between law enforcement and
service for the public has becomes a big challenge to
the law enforcement department and on scene
commanders. Take the at-sea piping of desalination
plant and seawater shaft work in Shiyeu, Penghu for
example, complaints from the public and demonstrations
are endless owing to lack of a perfect conclusion in the
negotiation before the project starts. With involvement
into further coordination with the residents, Coastal
Patrol Directorate General and its Coastal Patrol Corps
of Penghu succeed in solving the problem and carry
on the construction eventually.

Il.Prablem

Penghu is located in the middle of Taiwan straits,
wherein the land is flat and no mountain exists.
Residents' daily water normally depends on rainwater
during Typhoon season. However, lack of water becomes
an awkwand condition when there are very few typhoons
n summer and autumn. In order to satisfy daily needs
of the residents and achieve the goal of self-supply of
water locally, the government not only requires current
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Water Corporation, but also builds underground
reservoir, desalination plant, etc. For this purpose, the
Central Government instructs Southern Region
Engineering Office, Taiwan Water Corporation to
establish a desalination plant which is of 1 hectares
and capable to produce 750 tons of desalinated water
everyday in the area siturated 450 meters southeast
of Dachih Village, Shiyeu Township.

However, conflicts batwean the local residents pro
and con are so fierce that contractors have difficulties
proceeding with the construction after handover of land
and detailed designing in December, 2005. It is until
June, 2007, when the government enforces the contract
to start the work on land. As for the work at sea
beginning in August 07, 2007, it is also the target for
residents' "tender fight™. The residents tried to interrupt
the work at sea by spreading nets. Even though the

e
s CmsHPmcmpsmmsHpshrmmmnfﬂm

( team at sea, Typhoons and mtﬂnupum
ﬁnsidunh still bring impact on the mnh'um H1a_

i watlutfmhrum—stn;hdmﬂl&pﬁnharﬂﬁ.!ﬂﬂ?ﬁ

But this does not end residents’ disturbance. Hence,
due to the fact this project is determined as one of major
constructions of Public Construction Commission,
Executive Yuan, and based upon principle of
administrative cooperation, the "Plan for Safety and
Protection of Coastal Construction” is established to
assist Taiwan Water Corporation to accomplish the wark
by end of the year with governmental authorities.

Ill.Strategy

Under the Constitution, legitimate assembly and
parade are both the basic rights of people. As the
authority govemning Assembly and Parade Act, Naticonal
Police Agency, Ministry of the Interior issues an official
letter MNo.B4386 to interpret the said act is inapplicable

not under jurisdiction of munlcipal authorities.
Furthermore, pursuant to Assembly and Parade
Act § 1.2, it should be appropriate to refer to other laws
for management of assembly at sea,

In accordance with Coast Guard Act §4.1.7, the
coastal-guard-related organizations are responsible for”
control and management of traffic and disputes at sea.
Also, based on "Measures of Coordination and
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be accompanied with announcement as a warning to
the nearby fishing boats that anyone involved into
interruption and disturbance in the construction zone
will be accused of offenses of interference with public
functions (this strateqgy is also supported by Mr. WU,
Head Prosecutor of Penghu District Prosecutor Office).

To sum up, although Assembly and Parade Act is
inapplicable to maritime conflicts, the ex officio Maritime
Patrol Directorate General is authorized to take
necessary action based upon the power to maintain
maritime order and control traffic at sea. (see "Principle
of Proceeding Assembly At Sea of Maritime Patrol
Directorate General, Coast Guard Administration,
Executive Yuan®, issued in the official letter No.
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' as partinlpamx ul' mnﬂlm have intention or already I'm'a

de facto practice of intimidation and threat, ex officio
officers have the power to refer to the Criminal
Law § 135, "Offenses of Obstructing an Officer in
Discharge of Duties & Crime of Coercion”; § 136, "
Dl'l'enm of Obstrugling an Officer in Discharge of
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IV.Course

In order to enforce laws in peace, He Shi-qing,
leader of Penghu Offshore Flotilla leads three teams
of investigators and local officers to Dachih Village. In
addition to a problem solution, they seak for
communication with the opinion leader in the village,
and provide the local residents with relevant legal
infarmation to prevent them from violating the laws
when having fierce conflicts. They also launch a contact
channel, which renders intelligence on conflict-related
affairs, schedule service particularly for rapid response.
After the nnmﬂna!lm lanung fnr a nlght ihe upin[nn
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to obstruct but can hardly get close as the construction
ship enters into the construction zone. The platiorm is
under construction successfully. Participants in the
assembly ceased the conflict following expression of
opinion. The first step of the construction at sea is
achieved significantly.

Hence, schedula of daily duties to control situation
of conflicts are maintained to ensure safety of
construction. After at least twenty days of at sea duties,
great progress in the construction is accomplished
even more than expected.

V.Conclusion

As ancestors say, "serving as public servant is
good for moral teachings®. Positioned as the maritime
guardian of people, it is never easy to obtain balance
between governmental order and request from the
public. Through this experience, we leam enforcement
with strong hand may help progress of construction.
However, it may also worsen the situation when a large
number of participants are brought into justice or put
into jail. For the local residents who expect nothing but
protection of homeland, their dissatisfaction with the
authaorities must be deepened. By solving complaints
from the residents and offering an opportunity to
express opinion without violation of laws, the Offshore
Flotilla not only succeeds in progress of construction,
but also gains respact from the public. This win-win
situation has become a glorious model for all cases
related to conflicts at sea.
(The author of this article is currently working in
he Offshore Flotilla 8,Marritime Patrol Directorate
General)
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