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Extiraclite Talwan Fisherman Killer
Three Continents for Juclicial ririal
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© Article/ Huang Yong-jhang Photos/ Inspector Chen Wei-hsin
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n October 19, 2007, the Foreign Affairs Division

of Criminal Investigation Bureau, Mational Police
Agency forwarded information: They had received an
international call made by Yang Jhi-Jie, the agent of
Japanese "Fukujinmaru 15 fishing boat (a 409-ton
tuna long-liner, hereinafter as Fuku) at Cote d’lvaoir.
At Bam, October 16, in the Atlantic high seas (southem
latitude 2 degrees 45 minutes; western longitude 25
degrees 20 minutes), Chen X X, the captain of the
Fuku had an oral argument with Ruan X X, a
Vietnamese seaman, and was suspected for beating
the seaman to death with a pistol and a stick.
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HEER . BrEERRERSNSME After receiving the information, General Director

Fe®, BHESTHITES - EESEEEE Lin of the Maritime Patrol Directorate General called
BEGHERENEEIESTN » STEESE for several project meetings. In addition to instructing
MR GRS SR EEE - =51052301& how to complete legal procedures, clarifying the
TN - FICHERE - RAREIMARE supervised the staff to ask the assistance from the
& BpUESERERS  TRASERES Coast Guard Administration (CGA) and the Ministry of
= RRREEERSE - MEBRES BER Foreign Affairs (MOFA). On October 23, the MOFA sent
fEm  WEERERRRERZE « EmEER the official letter: Regarding the urgency and the

jurisdiction, and negotiating with prosecutors, he

40



&4 55 By BF

BT
- - i 5% )
. ny .
At e R A Imuﬁae
LE S z”__l 1500 km
= — @

HEEFTXE - (REARITEFIR (MiEsE)
) B EREFE - BRFAERDE - F5R
FlE A48 CEFHEMATT - RREERE
10826HFRIEERE LR » TEIRFEESR
HEEB MRS T DERTET T ERMABN
HE#  BREERERAEREETEH - B
HRRAEH VRS - HEREMESIHERE - 31§

THEDER -

BEEAL =l
- oL -
L st m et

Maritime Forum | & 33

protection of the defendant's Taiwanese citizenship,
it would have the CGA send officers to Cole d'lvoir
to investigate the case and extradite Chen back to
Taiwan for judicial trial. Upon confirming the order
from the minister of CGA, General Director Lin soon
organized an ad hoc team-the Foreign Affairs Section
Chief Lin An-tai, Investigation Brigade Chief Huang
Yong-jhang, and Inspector Chen Wei-hsin to leave
for Cote d’lvoir for investigation. Because of full
preparation beforehand, the ad hoc team got on
the plane in the night of October 24 and arrived in
the Cote d'lvoir in the early morning at local time
on October 26. Soon after arriving in Abidjan, the
ad hoc team met Director Wang of Far East Trade
Service Inc. Branch Office in Cote d'lvoire, and the
shipment agent to further know the case and discuss
the investigation and evidence colleting measures,
According to the agent's response, he had coordinated
with the local police to have this case been transferred
to Taiwan's sovereignty.
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In the morning of October 26, as the ad hoc team
arrived at the pier where the Fuku was berthed, the
head of the local harbor police bureau waited there
and then gave regards to everyone before his leaving.
The ad hoc team began by releasing the captain, who
had been retained in the bathroom of the boat,
retrieved the pistol, seven bullets from the chart room,
and removed the body of Ruan X X from the
refrigerator. Continually, as the ad hoc team
interrogated the crew, the local harbor police bureau
examined the dead body and took the captain, the pistol,
and his documents back to the police station for further
investigation. To negotiate taking over the case under
Taiwan's jurisdiction, Director Wang, Section Chief Lin,
and the shipment agent went along with the police for
any necessary assistance, and the other two members
of the ad hoc team remained onboard questioning the
other crew members. During the negotiation, the dead
body was delivered to a local university hospital for
defrosting and was scheduled for dissection on
October 28.

After Director Wang, Section Chief Lin and
the related people arrived at the harbor police station
and negotiated with its chief officer, they made an
early confirmation that the case could be took over
by Taiwan's sovereignty. However at 15pm, October
26, the local police finished the investigation on the
Fuku's captain, first mate, chief engineer, and related
crew, they changed the confirmation to that the case
only can be handed over with the ratification of the
local prosecutor, After listening to the ad hoc team’s
argument that as the suspect is a Taiwan citizen so
they should own the jurisdiction over the case, the
police chief officer asked the ad hoc team to propose
the official document which authorizes them to
extradite the suspect. With several times of
negotiation, the both sides made an agreement that
Director Wang drew the official letter in the name

of his office on behalf of Taiwan government to
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The forensic medical examiner of Cote d'ivoir focused on
dissacting the victim.

prove the ad hoc team being authorized for the
extradition. Then on October 27, the ad hoc team
again got to the harbor police station to submit the
official letter and keep negotiating. The police
eventually consented to hand the suspect, passport,
pistol, and bullets to the ad hoc team at noon after
several talks with Director Wang and Section Chief
Lin.

In the interrogation, Chen X X, the captain
of the Fuku confessed the fact that at the time he was
hacked by Ruan X X, the Vietnamese seaman
for management dispute, he had attempted to intimate
Ruan with his hidden pistol but suddenly changed to
bat Ruan with a stick for the stuck bullet. According to
the witness fishermen's testimony and the dissection
report made by the forensic medical expert, Ruan was
killed by excessive bleeding caused by hitting with a
dumb object. The ad hoc team also seized two knives,
a pistol and seven bullets and would charge Chen with
murder and against the Statute Regulating Firearms,
Ammunition, Knives and Other Deadly Weapons.
The ad hoc team successfully extradited the suspect
back to Taiwan on October 30, and after the second
interrogation, transferred him to the Penghu

Prosecutors Office for investigation.
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This case was not only the suspect extraditing,
but also the coordination on jurisdiction, crime
invastigation, evidence collection, and body
dissection within three short days. Fortunately, the ad
hoc team completely photographed the process of
dissection, boat inspection, evidence collection, and
interrogation to prepare for the following investigation.
Furthermaore, this successful action of extraditing the
suspect from Cote d'lvoir three continents away for
juridical trial was mainly on the cooperation between
the related domestic agencies, not to mention the fully
assistance of our oversea representative offices.
Responsible for marine security, Maritime Patrol
Directorate General again successfully completes the
mission to demonsirate its expertise and manifest the
authority of maritime law enforcement. However, as the
CGA just confronted a few similar cases, there is still

some process need to be reviewed:

1. Diplomacy and justice

From October 19 to 24, the minister of the CGA
began to make his mind to send officers after the six
days research on whether Taiwan had the jurisdiction
to extradite the suspect back. Whereas diplomatic
affairs can be clarified only when they are dealt on-
site, we could merely predict the consequence and take
possible actions in advance. The diplomacy can't wait
to protect our citizen but the justice won't stay with the
same attitude. This successful case should atiribute to
the negotiation works done by the shipment agent and
the assistance of Director Wang at the beginning time.
MNevertheless, no one could anticipate the result until
the last minute and if the mission failed we can only
keap in low profile. At this urgent time, if we didn't take

* judicial actions, the diplomacy might fail before the

operation. In the future, the law enforcement tasks
should actively go with diplomacy o secure jurisdiction
and well protect the citizens.
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2. Cultivate negotiators

The reason that the ad hoc team successfully
negotiated with the local police is mainly on the
recognition establishment between each other in
advance. Negations would not always only base on
rational argument, but active interactions are the factar
to success, The CGA should cultivate professional
negotiators capable of international affairs to cope with
similar cases.

3. Well preparation beforehand

At the time the local police agreed to hand this
case over fo Taiwan's jurisdiction, they asked the ad
hoc team to submit an official document. As the MOFA
and the CGA were lack of the similar experience, the
ad hoc team couldn't well respond immediately.
Therefore, the oversea representative offices should
prepare the related documents translated into local

language beforehand to increase the efficiency.

4, Fully analyze the detail

Before the action, the shipment agent presumed
the ad hoc team could extradite the suspect on armival,
but actually it took two days to retrieve the jurisdiction.
So from this experience, we should fully analyze and

prepare to manage similar cases in the future.
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5. Custom regulations on pistol and ammunition
When the ad hoc team checked in the return flight
at the Abidjan Airport, and handed the evidence to the
staff of the Air France, the staff insists that only the knife
and the pistol can be deposited by the captain and the
bullets should be packed and dividedly transported back
to the Taoyuan Airport. However, at the time transferring
tha airline at Paris, they confirmed the Eva Airline for the
bullets transportation and unexpectedly found it wasn't
along with the same plane. Therefore, learning from this
experience, we should negotiate with airliner to
disassemble the pistol into parts and pack them in
luggage for transportation, and then have the bullets
under the captain's deposit. If the aifiner agrees, the
evidences can be brought back at the same time.

6. Leadership education for the fishing boat
captains

As the harsh long-time fishing works on the sea
might force the crew to produce resistance, some
insidious one might become the leader of the sailors.
On the other hand, the captain always hates ones who
don't work hard and it buries the reason of arguments;
in the roughing waves, the hidden hatred would
eventually trigger off tragedies that we had found a
few in the history. In this case it seems the captain
simply Killed one of his sailors, whereas the malicious
tension between him and the sailor should ba the
source-in the contrary side, the captain could be
murdered by the crew. The captains of Taiwanese
fishing boat usually lead their sailors in emotional and
physical punishment which has made tragedies happen
from time to time. If the fishing agencies instruct the
captains the leadership courses, the similar cases
should be effectively reduced.
(The writer is now working at the Investigation
Brigade of Maritime Patrol Directorate General.)



	p39
	p40
	p41
	p42
	p43
	p44
	p45
	p46

