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Treasure Tailwan from bottom of heart--
Reflection on factor-intermediate-fruilt of
environmental issues
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ecantly global warming has aroused universal

concems. Taiwan is certainly unable to isolate
itself from the world village. Each of us is responsible
for the living environment; as long as we start fo change
daily habits, envirenmental pollutions will be reduced.
In order to further acknowledge the colleagues of
current Taiwan environmental issues, Coast Guard
Administration invited the Taiwan Agan (or Forrest
Gump, referred to the famous movie character with
determination) Lin-Ming de on January 16 in 2008 to
share his experience and thoughts during the five
island-round tours on the topic of "Reflection on factor-
intermediate-fruit of Taiwan environmental issues." And
the speech is summarized as follows:
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1.Factor{ntermediate-fruit of environmental issues
The speaker genaralizes the multiple social
conditions to "Taiwan environment”, and borrows
Buddhist concepts of factor, intermediate, and fruit,
in which factors are the seed, intermediates are the
contribute, and fruits are the result, outcome. While
there is the thought, there is a seed, which wont grow
up and result in fruits without intermediates.

2.0rigin of walk round Taiwan tour

Several years ago, Lin had a moming habit to
clean streets, which were always polluted in the next
moming. After had pondered over this condition for
a long time, he concluded that strength of one or few
people was limited, but public consensus and action
of "cleaning Taiwan™ would improve the environmant.
The awakening originated his plan "care the
environment, love Talwan", to be carried out in 15
years and by 3 stages under the objectives of "clean
Taiwan", "adopt Taiwan", and "beautify Taiwan". The
ultimate goal is to resume Taiwan the reputation of
Formosa, a real garden island.

Since 1998, Lin launched seral campaigns of "
clean Taiwan, environmental protection walking™ by
4 round island tours in 5 years. In the first tour, he led
T people 1o depart from Taipei 228 Peace Park, and
linked local clubs and societies on the way in 25 days
to promote environment cleaning. He felt depressed
by witnessing trashes everywhere and made a vow
to devote the rest life into environmental protection
volunteers or “never leave the Earth” without any
achievemeant.

Later the 821 Earthquake (in 1999) reminded
Lin of human's mortality and of the: possibility that he
might be unable to realize the vow, hence he again
organized “treasure Taiwan and move forward-clean
Taiwan, environmental protection walking" and
finished the round island tour alone in 183 days to
appeal to the country people for "treasure Taiwan®,
"clean Taiwan", and “clean the environment and our
hearts”. The departure day of May 14, 2000, the
Mother's Day, was Lin's intention to share the belief
of respecting "the Mother Earth®, and promoting
environmental protection. His will and determination




EVERDRIAI - LR T AIRRE ST E - R
EBTEARR - BIEENFaEfE—iEn
ASTHETE) - — S EREEES -

F=URG « LISeRNIFEEE SRS
=8 5 FELIRM) - BFRECHE
HEE=TE - BITEEEME - SMRSH
LisgRNIHEEERE - BER (EBRcE 1
SETE - RIEEN [EHRE - RECHE
BIEHR - IR204FHBAERSELERS  8E T
BRoOR - ZREY) RISH - HEEFIRIE
B LREHFRIRA S BSHRDEIES -
GTHMRAMMRSRE  HEHE—EATR

SllOH - EREMEE - ES—EATNER
LEHNHSBERTINGE - EAEENES
ET - @ALZER « EEBREEeED -

= -E&iTHRE

MBS E1998FE 10888 EE2006FE10
BeBLL - Bl#EESTI - HAERE - EB
LEEEHEME - ESEL - SHHRE - ZM
BEERVNE  U_ERERIRT IELUES
ERLUEE) - BREEREFEASEBRT - £
BEET) | LA R R SRR » e T
ERESEEMRNEEL - BiF—EHERE
ENEEBTE - BFWERIT NGNS -

BE AR ELM S MEER - KB - &
2 - 1ih - HEWHSE - BHTHREEREN
T

touched the former president Li Teng-hui , who just
resigned and joined his street-cleaning campaign
while Lin passed by Tahsi Township. The tale was
much distributed about for a while.

In the third tour, he treaded over the nation by
himself in 59 days to promote "clean the land, clean
our hearts" to safeguard the Taiwan, the position of
president and vice president, Then during the fourth
tour of total B9 days, he launched "adopt Taiwan". In
2004 he started the fifth journey for the serial
movements "everyone acts to adopt Taiwan®. This
time, he started from Kinmen and preached his ideas
all over local regions in 2 years by his experience
during the tours to change the audience to Taiwan
Forrest Gump. The deed manifested his belief: until
everyone willingly sacrifices for the land, the

environment as weall as the people will be cleanad.

3. Knowledge of walk round Island tours

Lin took the entire 8 years from October 8 in
1998 to October 8 in 2006 to tour all over the cities
and towns, mountains and isles, for five times. His
footprint went as far as east to Dongsha Islands, and
as high as up for "clean the Jade Mountains" twice.
Owing to collective insight and experience into local
people and natural environments, he sighed "Walking
on streets and roads across the island couldn't help
to make me feel how much we owe to the Mother
Mature.”

The next part comes to Lin's thoughts and

suggestions over many aspects of land, water, air,

soil and society in Taiwan:
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(1)The land

Land transport network is closely spread
out in all directions, but in an unclean and untidy
way. Take Taipei for example; it houses a great
numbers of automobiles, motorcycles, and
locomotive buses, which discharge waste gas to
cause air pollution detrimental to public health;
vehicles park across streets and lanes; illegal sign
boards and vendors are witnessed everywhere.
At the best conveniance for the public, an organized
checkerboard public transport network is suggested
to reduce numbers of cars and motorbikes. In
addition, law enforcement to crack down sign
boards and to reemploy vendor keepers must be
done in a stricter way, in order to smooth traffic
flow and establish a rich yet well-maintained
society.

There are many policies in need to improve
land transport, such as a comprehensive
checkerboard public bus network, a light track
tramcar system and pedestrian belt conveyers,
berth limit buys the vehicle, motorcycle quantity
contrad, vehicle on-road contral, no vehicke-washing
business on the sidewalks, hollow-brick sidewalk
paving improvement, environment cleaning work
service punishment on those who litter garbage,
road frash cleaning up and so on. All above request
the Environmental Protection Bureau to crganize

an overall plan and related measures.

(2)The water

Rivers and streams in Taiwan are too short
and narrow to reserve waler resource, while
superior oxidation of reservoirs and rivers gets
severer day after day. Governmental measures
such as sealing brooks for fish protection are
executed without determination or serious
enforcement do not prevent people from excessively
trapping fish, littering garbage or wastes. Those
acts damage water quality. According to Lin,
water resource is the life of Taiwan residents and
its quality depends largely on the government;
the public shall be banned from willful barbecue,
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camping, excessively fishing in or nearty the rivers.
Establishment of "fishing license" is helpful in
public education to treasure natural resources,
purify rivers and bring lives back.

To ameliorate water environment, measures
to be taken are establishment of fishing license;
na barbecue, vehicle and pets washing; no waste
litter and bury, or the transport tools shall be
detained. Suggestions also include a comprehensive
sewage system, surveillance video recording
equipments over jeeps dashing on river beds,
strict bans on illegal river sand and rock mining,
imposed satellite positioning system installation
and driving recorders on trucks, and so on.

(3)The air

Air pollution, caused by industrialization
and waste gas discharged by automobiles and
motorcycles, deteriorates the sky as well as our
living space. Thus, people are encouraged to
travel by public transpaort vehicles, and engage in
trash classification, resources recycling, wastes
reducing whenever possible. A long-term
forestation movement and using natural resources
for power supply, both valuable in enhancing air
quality and reduces the atmosphere harm, are
supposed to receive supports both from the
government and the folks.

Other deeds to improve air environment
are plant air pollution control and prohibition, no
smoking in public place and so on.

(4)The soils

Agricultural soils in Taiwan have been
poisoned and salt affected by abuse of agricultural
chemicals; its vegetation inavitably does harm to
the people. Cultivator's ground water extraction
and consequent land subsidence ultimately make
the land infertile. According to Lin, the govemnment
is obliged to promote organic agriculture and
country land love, so to leave behind a piece of
living soils for the later generations.

A better environment for Taiwan agriculture
depends on control and prohibition of weed killer




f;?w. - -uﬁiﬂHP":
I World of omﬁm Patrol

- gl ==

AVBST AL » RIDEE - EIIRRAERTEL
TSR R - HEREFmmRRT
& -

RUBSEIERIZEE  ERIER
FRFTIZEEEREREZER : f#HS
BEAERRREARERLU—EREST
TS ERIEE -

(77) REEFEH

SEFEERERN - B—E288 5
MOVERMA  REAREEREE TN
BRI - X E00 ¢ ST - |FIT BN
BIREE - (R RBUTRERENE - IREA
fEETERERREEFEMER -

E_RilleEE  SoRRESHEN
TERE - MR - RS « D6
W - BT - SRR - (T . 13
EMIRERETE - ERESHATHES
HEFIERENE - THBMHRREERR
BEE -

H=-RATHE - SF8FE - 2E
kRO [HFESME) B REmE=R - B
REBABE T SRMBRN R B -
I EAERRAR AR IR R B AR B -
(B) =Xt

FRUECIA, - FERTIE A\ IFFETERS AR -
BAEHIES - IHHEES SRR
AROIREENEHEEERHE - 5
WECSEFRLELNRNE » thi2RTE
BEHERUEORMRENHSS « 17
ANETMERRTMERCRNNRRE
20l -

(N) BRTR

B LRI SRR - B RS
Btk - FERETS - Mo ABRRLE
OEYRETN - BOERENRE - BER
RRBRE -

(h) BE=E

R EMRATAMAERTE - B0S

ERSENZSE  AltERNEEEZE

and agricultural chemicals, visits the countryside

agriculture enterprise, promotion of organic

agriculture and other related measuras.

(5)The society

The terrible political ecology is the major
factor to undermine mental conditions and
environmental quality in Taiwan. Therefore, Lin
refies on the conscience and law obedience deeds
by political figures to create an anti-corruption and
capable government, accomplished legislative
organizations, which altogether create an
auspicious, peaceful and happy society.

In order to improve Taiwan social
environment, legislative immunities are suggested
fo be abalished or limited, tenures of govemmental
chiefs and public representatives of all levels

limited or put into discussion.

(6)Periods free of environmental protection

There are 3 periods in Taiwan free of
environmeantal protection. The first period is
election; the frequent election in Taiwan seriously
damages the vista beauty by candidate's
propaganda flags, banners, and brochures hanging
on roadside trees and telephone poles or on the
ground. In Lin's opinion, a severer restriction is
expected on candidates by acts such as
Enforcement Rules of Public Service Election and
Recall Law, Basic Environment Act or others.

The traditional religious activity and festivals
altogether compose the second period, during
which terrible environmental pollutions occur under
the cover of Taiwan folk religious customs by
setting off firecrackers, burning ghost paper money,
and releasing people from scattering ghost paper
money, cigarette buits, beverage bottles, spiting
betel nut juice, and others misdeeds. A traditional
religious conference is proposed to formulate a
stricter standard on religious performance, and
Basic Environment Act to be enforced in a more

rigorous manner by the government,

The third no environmental-protection
perod is the Chinese lunar New Year, during which
spring festival couplets are posted everywhere and
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destroy cityscape, The responsibility may go to the
Ministry of Interior to regulate the related customs
over municipal governments and legislative
organizations of all levels and to enforce Basic
Environment Act in a stricter way.

(7)Diet culture

liiness finds its way in by the mouth. The
public are to be encouraged to form correct diet
behaviors for a healthy life, such as appropriate
instructions of three meals, including food quantity,
dining manner, and no night diet. Regarding this
issue, Lin suggests the authorities responsible for
food health to strengthen guidance and propaganda
to the dining industry, and disseminate healthy diet
by brochures or the mass media.

(B)Medical behavior

Physicians and doctors are supposed to
advocate medical ethics and treatment in order to
avoid medical disputes, excessive prescription and
needless medicine and surgery to the patients. As
a result, medical resources will be preserved, as

well as medical insurance amount,

(9)Residential quality

Rampant burglary and robbery have made
people living in fear and threat; it is evidenced by
customary installation of iron bars all over household
windows, which influenced not only architectural
appearance but escape access in fire alarm.

The solution, acconding to Lin, counts largely
on the judicial units, The prison term should be
based on a division of the values of burglary and
robbery belongings into minimum wages, and no
parole allowed for effective crime deterrence. Until
people enjoy a good and prosperous life, they
may create a better living environment such as

balcony gardens instead of window iron bars.

(10)Tourism

Travel industry in Taiwan is expected to
promote fixed-point ecological tours and encourage
people to move towards the nature, to acknowledge
the creatures around us, and the significance of
ecology protection.
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4 Conclusion

Lin Ming-de believes that universal creatures

M - f568

HEBEBSELESEM - MiEHLE  FTHENE
SERLSEN - BEER - BERER - TER
SNENUEHHE - SR - ke
THRTZEF : NFEEHEC - FTEEFER
A EEHRFUE - SEEROTEHR - £
ERAEE - fIN0 - AN EOSERRT
LigiRecifl - EEEEE—EHIAGTR
BIEHE - INME—TEH T R - (VEEgIRIRERER T -
SHNTZHREEE - SRNRROENLT .
E—EMSTTRERRREHEL - RIS
HTERE - SRS REEEARWR -
RIRTEEERE T IRMEMEFE - B8R
BOREMOERTERD  tRTORTE
F EBERPUEL EREEEERET 0 AH
PLEMRAR -

mik - RIS - EREENIRER
SRRIRETEND E] - WRBFEEmREE
BUESEERN - SSEHE - AIIERED [
&1 - RISTEEER - 2KES - 226 - i - SER
ERXH) SRS EESENE - 18R
BANEEMNNEE - BRESH s —EE -
FO#ERRNOR - #HIRRE—6E  SEiNE

BE_E - ARECHTRE  HUERTTFERD
®INFIHREN - MARLIERS AREER M —iE -
Rt  EHERE  LeBnTESal -
ERTEBENECBIVER - BEESERES
7 EESEOHE TSR ae-

are made by the heart, and cosmic phenomena by
the intention; good deeds result in good outcomes
while it remains the same in the other way around;
everything has its own cause. To change presant
situations only takes to change your mind. Before
you blame on someone else, examine yourself;
purify yourself first and cultivate a comect viewpaoint
of the universe, the life and the living philosophy. For
example, we may see through our hearts by examining
external bodies; while body has something wrong,
the mind is likewise. A mental weliness is resulted
from a healthy body. The environment in Taiwan is
the same; an untidy zone indicates a problematic
local administration, and most of local regions in a
mass indicate a rather sick country. By now, so long
as the central government and local chiefs are
determined to initiate a change from their thoughts,
and then a beautiful land naturally appears.

At the end, Lin appeals to the responsibility and
diligent law enforcement of the authorities to correct
the "factor”, the misdeed made by the public, such as
trash littering, and then a better environment of land,
water, air, solls, landscapes in Talwan are to be looked
forwarded to. Individual strength is no doubt trivial,
but a joint force is powerful. There is only one Earth
and one Taiwan only, we must bear in mind to leave
a livable environment to the descendants, even if we
ignore our living quality. Lin sends eamest invitation
to everybody to join the campaign: to clean the
environment and mind, to cultivate crops and luck,
in the honor of guardians of Taiwan. In this way, the
environment as well as the national competitive
advantage can be enhanced fo win Taiwan again the

reputation of "Formosa".
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