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t's almost dawn. I can hear stray dog barking around the
I Inspection Office. All of a sudden, someone say hello to me
spiritedly “Way to go so early in the morning, soldier boy”. It
turned out that it is again the Uncle Bottle come to pick up plastic
bottle in the Inspection Office for recycle. Every time I see Uncle
Bottle, he’s always bending his back without being able to stand
up straight, wearing dirty clothes and a pair of slippers. Looking
at him walking slowly towards our recycle bins, while he was
organizing those plastic bottles, he also told us something funny
and the benefit of recycling. When I was on duty seeing Uncle
Bottle coming in, I often thought of him as some enthusiastic eld-
erly senior who devoted to recycling business, rather than those
junk collectors we saw on TV who made a living by picking up

these plastic bottles.

Uncle Bottle lives near the Inspection Office in Taizi Vil-
lage, without any son or daughter to take care of him at home.
I can tell in his eyes often revealing some loneliness. At this old
age, even though he can still routinely raise oyster at sea so as
to make a meager living, there is no way to complete with those
fishermen of younger age. Therefore, he went collecting plastic

bottles for recycling as another income source. However, when-
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ever [ see i'rg he always wears old clothes while picking up
recycling items full of loneliness. I often wonder if we can help

him, letting him feel that there is still someone caring for him.

During weekly counseling discussion, deputy director
Wu Zhi Cheng always encourages us to talk about something
around the office and discuss what we have learned so that

- i
we can exchange our opinions and concepts. When

olleagues
mentioned Uncle Bottle, we started to talk abo
know of regarding his life. After discussion, -
deputy director will bring a couple of colleag te isit

Bottle’s, helping clean his house, refill necessary supplies and
give our concern. Afterwards, we ask colleagues to pay atten-
tion to organize those plastic bottles for his convenience. Be-

sides, we will pack up our daily supper leftover and send to his

house hoping that can improve his lives.

If society can reflect the development of a country, I think
it is worth paying attention to the way how social underclass
makes a living since it is the most urgent problem society needs
to face. We may see a lot of report regarding living-alone-el-
derly seniors on newspaper and on TV, however, in fact, we
have few opportunities to make direct contact with them. This
time, via this action to care Uncle Bottle, it allows me to better
understand the way how living-alone-elderly seniors function
in every lives. Even though what I can give is no more than
one thousandth of what social welfare program can render, my
concern with him is irreplaceable. In my life, I shall be learning
to become a sincere giver, to let people in need feeing my care
for them; in the meantime, I should make myself more mature

-]
and make this society more beautiful.

(The author is currently with the Coast Patrol Corps 42 Battal-
ion, Taizi harbor and Cheng Long Inspection Office)
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