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ticipated yearly music activity for Taiwan’s independent music

event for Taiwan’s rock and roll industry. It is also an an-

industry.

The Spring Scream festival began in 1995. At the time two
foreigners, Jimmy and Wade started the event for Spring Scream.
In the beginning it was just an event for the people who play
rock music in Taiwan to have a chance to meet one another. Tai-
wan’s music industry focuses primarily on “main stream music”
and “pop music.” There weren’t many opportunities for the rock
bands to perform in Taiwan, so the Spring Scream event was
brought out in the hopes of people wanting to exchange their
music with one another. In the past decade, Jimmy and Wade

have forwarded independent rock music with a healthy spirit.

This strong rock spirit has deeply attracted me. There were
times when I participated in the Spring Scream event with my
own band. No matter which year it was, the audiences were al-
ways full of excitement. However, this year I was unable to par-
ticipate due to military service. I could only gain the informa-

tion about the event from newspapers, magazines and television

he Spring Scream rock music festival in Kenting is a major l
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broadcasts, but I could still feel the spirit of the Spring Scream
event. Even when I was on night watch duty and looking to-
wards the direction of Eluanbi, I could see the night sky illumi-

nated with the stage lights from the Spring Scream event.

Unfortunately, at the event of Spring Scream, besides see-
ing the police dedicated to directing traffic on the news, other
reports are mostly about police catching people with drugs. This
has blurred people’s concept of the Spring Scream event’s origi-
nal meaning. Due to the growing popularity of the Spring Scream
event, it has brought in many people, but it has also led to many
drug dealers attending in attempts to earn a lot of money during
the period. There are also some young people trying to get high
while they are relieving their body and mind by trying some-
thing different. This problem was not accounted by the founders

of the Spring Scream event.

Besides the traditional Spring Scream activity, the event
has also attracted other activities and other music concerts, such
as a bikini party, a hip hop party, electronical music and other
spring related activities. Most of the drug and sex parties also ap-
pear as side activities outside of the mainstream Spring Scream
event or in the hotels. However, because these activities hap-
pened during the Spring Scream event, and also have attracted
the attention of the media, any person unfamiliar with the Spring
Scream event will believe that bikinis, selling and taking drugs,
orgies and getting high is what Spring Scream is about. This ste-

reotyping brings a bad name to the Spring Scream event.

If this stereotyping continues, the government might be-
come involved to help stop the drug problems. Then the Spring
Scream event might not be able to continue successfully. More-
over, independent musicians and rock bands already belong to
the minority group, and the elimination of the Spring Scream will
mean the reduction of another performance stage. The indepen-
dent musicians and rock bands are seeking recognition from the
public, and these independent creations will continue to improve
Taiwan’s music industry. It will be a great loss for the music world
to no longer have the Spring Scream event. Therefore, when you
join the next Spring Scream event, please reject any use of drugs.
You are able to liberate your mind and soul without the use of
drugs. The spirit of rock and roll is enough to make your spirit
high. Please do not allow the healthy musical event to become a

drug party.

(The author is currently with the Sizihkou Mobile Patrol Station,
Coast Patrol Corps 63)
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