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"INo Mission Impossible":
Coast Guard Administration Special Service
Brigadecompleted assault on the sea in 10
minutes and successfully wrote new page of
Taiwan security history:
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o strengthen emergency responsibility and professional techniques
of managing "anti-terrorism", "anti-kidnapping", "rescue on the sea"
and "major public affairs", the Coast Guard Administration established

"CGA Special Service Brigade"(SSB) in July of 2005.

During the period less than two years, the SSB had assisted in
investigating many major criminal cases: "Stop Chang Hsi-ming's Escape
Project” from June to July in 2005; 81 Chinese illegal immigrants were
captured in "Coast Peace Project" in February of 2006; 200 kilograms
of amphetamine drugs were found out while supported Penghu
Reconnaissance Brigade in May of 2006; SSB also backed up to station
in "An-Kang Project" garrison ports and dealt with unexpected events
in 2006 November. In this April (2007), SSB successfully seized illegal

oil commerce and accomplished the first domestic ambush roundup
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SSP Captain Chang describes how the assault went to the editors.

under seawater, owing to their superior physical fitness, their acquainted
attack techniques, and cooperation with land command center's deliberate
planning. This special report will unveil Special Service Brigade, by
inventing its captain Chang Zhong-whai to talk about the historical attack,
and by the SSB members who shared their hardships.

About seizing the illegal oil commerce group
Before the mission .........

Chang: the Brigade delivered a team to Kaohsiung right after the
assignment was received. The team probed under-covered the mission
target area. On the second day, another team was sent to record by camera
the daytime port operation and vehicle in-and-out path, so to calculate the
route of mission target may take and return; the team followed on preparing
gear and equipments. In addition to current equipments on hand, the
members also added more for waterproof without hindering their actions

under seawater.

Capability deployment .........

After the pre-mission preparation is ready, Chang explained the
capability deployment that day: the first is manpower integration.
Previously total 30 members were deployed at all striking positions, but
soon they were acknowledged that another 10 Brigade members were
released of another assignment. These members were then called back
immediately and totally 40 members were divided into 4 units to greatly

increase the battle capability.

Then it came to assault deployment; the mission covered quite a huge
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area. It is amounted to nearly about 20 units to be deployed if the Haihu
Training Center was counted to be one. Therefore, we requested 3 more
coastal patrol boats for support. At 6:30 PM., the patrol boats conveyed
unit members with light off and sailed rapidly to the target area and safely
drop members into the sea, and then SSB people swam and gathered in
aparatroop-like way to their unit preparation positions. For fear of losing
body temperature and physical strength by sinking long in seawater, they
adopted jelly-fish floating and stay close to each other to keep warm.
After the deployment is set they swan to the attack starting position. The
whole process till this moment took 2 hours long. Certainly, investigators
on the land were not carefree in the meantime; two sets of personnel had
been dispatched to block the roads on the edge of the harbor, so to avoid

suspects' escape and connection to their associates on the coast.

Attack launched .........

Until SSB members and land investigation units were ready at their
positions, project prosecutor gave the instruction: all the captures must
be completed in 10 minutes after the crime is confirmed. Captain Chang
said then: surprisingly, the oil merchants appeared much later than their
estimation. The prosecutor once requested SSB to give this mission up for
being worried about the SSB members' physical strength under such bad
situation when he knew that the SSB crew had stayed in sea water over 4
hours, butSSB realized how much a mission costs, and SSB wouldn'tindulge

more crimes. Command center concluded all the correct information that a
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Status of agents of secret service attending class.
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complete oil- commerce case takes as long as 8 hours, and confirmed with
all unit directors their crew's physic conditions. The answer was to hold on
the posts. Indeed as expected, 2 suspicious ships sailed close to where the
crew floated. Until the crime behavior was confirmed, units signaled to one
another and got board to subdue suspects quickly. So, this is how it goes:
the SSB crew departed around 7:00 PM. to the target area, ambushed until
1:55 A.M., and seized the oil commerce crime exactly within 10 minutes.

This is the first historical seawater-ambush operation.

Mission review.........

According to Chang, SSB carries out regular review meetings after
missions finished; and unit directors will be asked to report the operations,
while team members will be asked to account their thoughts, in order
to find out blemishes and shorts during the conduction, operation, and
current resources and so on, such as the training of seawater long distance
swimming, equipment sufficiency, organization improvement and so
on. Captain Chang went on, since he was assigned to be the captain, he
emphasized the concept of concrete training and technology discipline.
This year, in order to support coastal rescue and marine disaster rescue
missions, they added a site-changing training different from the past in the
course to be advantageous to all kinds of special tasks once the training
is finished. For example, SSB got rescue boats from the Matsu Brigade to
help moving to neighboring rivers for training, and complete the step-by-
step training course of river-sea long distance swimming. (Changes of
this kind sharpen SSB's environment responsibility and task capability. )
In addition, the 100% professional certificates obtaining plan, that the crew
obtained bajiquan kongfu, Luquan kongfu to level two, judo to level two,
and small boat driver license, was finished and the crew were assisted to
pass the entry-level language examination as well. This training program is

welcomed among the crew.
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Aside from performing special assignment, agents of secret service also act as

swimming coach for each of the swimming classes during regular days.
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Members' thoughts

Member 1:

Member 2:

Member 3:

Member 4:

we knew deeply in our hearts how dangerous it could be to
advance beside the large cargo ship; what if the ship started
the engine at that moment, all of us could be soaked into it...
but thinking about SSB duty enables us to feel like that I myself
had eaten the cartoon figure "Popey"'s spinach and the spirit
got so high that even the icy cold water won't influence the
body sensitiveness at all (through all the hardships and icy

cold water) .

when we were on duty, the crew utilized the rubber pad rims of
rafts, or harbor sewers and so on to assist detect and ambush.
Another idea is to urgently hand make waterproof sheaths
for duty cell phone protection before departure. All these
achievements make me proud of SSB, and realize how much

we also need to learn.

before departure, captain informed us ready for 3 hours to
complete this mission, but later site exploration and case study
prepared us for 4 hours or longer. The explicit instructions
helped us poised for the task both physically and mentally.
Thanks to this mission, we shall be refined to manage future

unknown challenges.

another measurement to calm us down is: a will must be done
before anyone joins assignments. It may be too unconventional
or unimaginable to many others. For us, since SSB deals with
the tasks of extreme danger and death potentiality, this goodbye
letter frees us from private concerns and concentrated on the

task.

(To protect SSB members, the names of the interviewees are kept

anonymous.)
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Postscript.........

While the general thinking takes SSB only existing for parade
on special occasions, or even for circus in some ridicule minds, many
of the domestic special service forces, including this new one in Coast
Guard Administration, have never ceased to attack criminals. This
time CGA SSB broke the illegal oil commerce case especially with an
unprecedented way ambushing in the water to finish their mission
successfully overturns the popular thinking of SSB. The members
clarified the myth of missions impossible! Until it is unveiled in the
major media covered it, it is so cheerful to hear people stayed their
topic on this law enforcement pioneers with praising how they stayed
in the water for 7 hours and instead of criticism. As a matter of fact,
each member of the SSB had to pass the human physical extremity with
best endurance. Few people understand that it is the extraordinary will
behind their secret mask to fulfill the mission impossible. It is certainly

an inspiring and encouraging record, for lawmen and citizens alike.






