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e Tung-Sha ecology semin

th
The students who attended '\ Tung-Sha sea area-

in the down-to-earth ecological activity |
n order to advance the development of marine research and
I education, help young students expand their visions and get a better
understanding of security tasks undertaken in the waters. From September
5, 2006 to September 8, 2006, the “2006 Dong-sha Ecological Seminar”
was held by the Coast Guard Administration, the Kaohsiung City Marine
Bureau and the Department of the Interior. They invited 20 students who
were interested in the marine resources of Dong-sha Reefs, which made
them experience the beauty of ocean in Taiwan, the diversity of creature
and sustainable reservation of marine environment. The contents of
seminar were very diverse. The scholars who used to do research in the
local areas were invited to give speeches at the seminar and share their

personal experiences.

The Dong-sha Reefs was the most important marine resources in the
South Ocean. Besides the reef terrain emerged from ‘living corals” , the
diversity of marine resources constituted the reef ecosystem, which became
the crucial habitat of Taiwan marine resources. In order to reserve the local
natural ecosystem, the Dong-sha marine national park was established,
which was the first national park that focused on the reservation of
marine resources. The national park included the 80,000-hectare atoll core
protection area, which covered the sea area within a diameter of 12 mile and
174-hectare land area of Dong-sha Island. The total area reached 353,667
hectare. It was the most thorough giant reef landscape in our nation. After
the national park was established, more reservation activities would be
held in order to protect the sustainable management and development of
marine ecosystem. Meanwhile, the remains of shipwreck were still left.
It could be another crucial issue in the aspect of the technology adopted

below the sea level and cultural heritage.
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On September 5, the seminar started with the opening ceremony that
the Wei-Hsing vessel departed from the true love port of Kaohsiung in the
afternoon. The Wei-Hsing vessel navigated from the Taiwan Straits, the Ba-
Shi Straits, the Southern China Sea and finally arrived in the outer reefs of
Tug-Sha. The young students would board on the Dong-sha Island. The
voyage was 430 kilometers. During the period of navigation, the young
passengers were arranged to appreciate the documentation record of waters
investigation and participate the research activities. After boarding on the
Dong-sha Island, the outdoor activities started. The contents of seminar
included : To experience the plan of Dong-sha marine national park, the
research of Dong-sha atoll sea area by side sonar, the observation of marine
ecological activities in Dong-sha sea area and the exploration of Dong-sha
blue sea area and saline land. At night, the students could chat with each
other about the Dong-sha Island under such a beautiful Milky Way. The
students would be familiar with the historical allusion and cultural heritage
in Dong-sha. The lecturer in the seminar was carefully selected. After their
introduction and precise explanation, all the young students learned a lot.
It was expected that all the marine affairs could be developed thoroughly
and everyone could devote himself to it, which was the ultimate goal of

this seminar.
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The Dong-sha seminar was a very meaningful activity. The experts
and scholars thought that the Dong-sha Island was surely the treasure in
the world. The marine resources in Dong-sha sea area were diverse. The
geographical location was very important. In order to respond to the
development of other countries adjacent to us, the government dedicated
to participate in the activities of peace, stability, ecology, reservation,
tourism and international cooperation so as to protect the sovereign rights
of our nation and national security. The coordination of cross departments
would be executed by the Marine Affairs Council, Executive Yuan. It was
expected that the Dong-sha sea area would be the international ecological
area in the world. Furthermore, it could prompt all the citizens to treat it as

a mission of protecting such a beautiful marine sea area in the future.

(The author is currently with the planning section, Coast Guard

Administration )






