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The Excursion of the Coast Guard
Offshore Island
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ith  summer approaching EuickdyMR:Re

number of tourisms flocking to th€
tourist scenic sites has multiplied, noticeablyAwzitiy
activities being most popular It highlights
for issues such as the safety of sea activities
environment pollution, and multiplies the w@sklvasl
of Coast Guard units in charge of shore and maEitime
security. The publication has taken the opportuniygio)
pay a visit to Coast Guard units stationed at the Orghi@l
Island and Green Island under the jurisdiction ofgh@
Eastern District Patrol Office, availinggallktofa glimpse
of duty executions at the remofgiiSlandl

peak tourist seasons.

SSCOIS Of‘nyﬂSh
), Island never relax

Residents on the Orchid™Islaml
the indigenous people of the Ami trile}
and mystical ethical flare and tradition
a major attraction luring to the tourists to callfon
island, particularly so are what seems endless
of admiring visitors arriving on the island fox
Orchid Island’s fly fish season from March to“ume
every year. Besides the indigenous pegple and outsid@
visitors, what can be spotted along thefiwaesyare Coast
Guard personnel attired in the bright Oramge
garment on patrol around the island to cafiy

shore duties.
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A group of Coast Guard associates at the security station who

shoulders the sacred responsibility of safeguarding the Orchid Island's
maritime resources.
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Despite the number of security offices on the island has been

in spite of the Teduced. manpower. . And luckily the Coast Guard
Administration’s inducting a simplified security inspection scheme that
allows boats and type-A rafts without apparent concern to pass through the
security inspection duct at a low navigation speed has indeed alleviated the
workload of understaffed units, facilitating the flow of a majority of type-
A fishing boats and rafts on the island smoother. It also helps to harbor a
more harmonious relationship between the Coast Guard Administration’s

island stationing unit and the local fishermen.

We interviewed Kai Yuan security station chief Hsu Zhao-chin, who
said, The Orchid Island Ami tribesman’s emphasis and protection of the
fly fish is something that most people may not comprehend. Although
relying on fly fish catching as their livelihood, they remain perseverant of
protecting the fly fish. They would absolutely ban catching it once the fly
fish season is over. This was a taboo and tradition to the tribesmen. From
the viewpoint of fishery resource protection, it allows the fly fish to spawn
eggs in their journey, hence protecting the maritime resources to procreate
and continue cyclically.” For which, the Taitung County Government has
specifically announced to ban fishing boats exceeding 10 tons to enter the
sea territories six nautical miles from the Orchid Island shores to engaging
in fishing with chasing net or drag net. Insupport of the local government’s
policy, Kai Yuan security station works closely with the fifteenth coastal
patrol company in Taitung during the fly fish season from March to June
every year in forming a dual costal-sea protective network, and in jointly
shouldering the sacred mission of fishery escort during the Orchid Island’s
fly fish season. This action not only earns the Coast Guard unit trust from
the local residents, but also showcases the Coast Guard Administration’s

emphasis for protecting ocean resources.

On the day of the interview, the editing team came across Coast
Guard associates from the fifteenth coastal patrol company in Taitung at
the Kai Yuan security station. It was said that the coastal patrol corps set
out from the main island of Taiwan a day earlier in a fishery escort mission,
and the corps had lingered on the Orchid Island to the next day for settling
the skirmish between Orchid Island fishermen fishing at the local waters
catching the fly and fishermen from Heng Tsuen. Fortunately, ithad brought
a peaceful ending to the two sides by the patient coordination of fifteenth

costal patrol corps’ captain, crew and security station superintendent.

Thereafter, we followed the offshore flotilla 15 in Taitung on a return
voyage coming back to Taitung. Along the way, the choppy waves created
by the boat awaken the fly fish, with a number of them leaping over the
surface, as if kissing the waves, and soon diving into the sea. The Coast
Guard’s escort more than secures the state boundaries, but also care for the

creature at sea.
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The safety of human and boats
depended on Coast Guard during the
Green Island's tourism rush

Moving for the Green Island! The editing
team went aboard the passenger vessel from
Taitung’s Fu Gang fishing port heading for the
Green Island. Because the Green Island’s unique
scenic attraction and earlier its development
earlier than the Orchid Island, it continues to
draw flocks of tourists to pour in. The Coast
Guard men, positioned beyond the sun awnings,
brace the scorching sun to conduct luggage
and boat/raft random inspection taking to a
principle of without interfering the tourists and
the passenger boat sailing schedule in a move to
curtail unscrupulous individuals from passing
through. Luckily, the process had been rather
smooth with the support of the tourists and ship

owner.

The passenger boat sailed smoothly all
the way to the Green Island. The year-round
hot climate and flocks of tourists could not deter
the Coast Guard personnel, as they carried out

their duties as usual. It is only the beginning of
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Coast Guard personnel held firm in enforcing a thorough
security check procedure amid flocks of tourists.
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the Green Island’s peak tourist season! How busy does it get on the island, which is
a question that the Nan Liao security station posted on the island knows the best, as
superintendent Bai Poh-hong describes for us the island’s hectic scenarios, “Now as
we enter so-called peak travel season on the Green Island, as opposed to around 1000

visitors coming to the Green Island per day at normal times, in summer the number e i e e

FESSEAT
swells to 3,000 passenger/trips. Although it brings a handsome economic income to Coast Guard men at the Nan Liao and Gong
Green Island resident, it does add extra threat to the shore and sea with rising tourism (ENEL) EZBUIEES EE TS [ EiEngD 6 gerig

the safety of tourists calling the Green Island.

number. This invariably brings on extra workload to Coast Guard

security station; for instance, besides the inbound/outbound

passenger boat security check, randomly inspection of tourist
luggage, there are also the traffic directing at the harbor area and
visitors manifest check, which cannot be overlooked, where all
these moves had been to curtail unscrupulous individuals from
engaging in illegal smuggling, but also bring an extra protection
to the tourists during peak tourist seasons!” In addition, there
is a small number of fishermen on the island that still take to
fishing as a livelihood, said Kuang Guan security office deputy
superintendent Mong Sheng-kuo, “With a very small number

of fishing boats registered in the Greend island, boats and rafts

moored at the port are largely coming from other counties and
municipalities. It has promoted a full onboard inspection for all
fishing boats ducted at the island in a move to curtail illicit incidents

from occurring.”

Astheduty category listed for the Coast Guard Administration’s
security stations stationing on offshore islands is on a rising trend.
It can be imagine that as a successive of tourist buses docking
along the roadside it is shaping up as a busy season for the

security station.

Return voyage

Through a two-day visit calling the Coast Guard Administration’s remote
units in the eastern region, we come to appreciate that the duties at the offshore units
have not been so easy, and the Coast Guard personnel on duty need to shoulder the

extra responsibility of safeguarding the tourists” safety. Every Coast Guard member
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