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onstruction and Planning Agency, Ministry of the Interior, had
C staged an International Workshop on Coastal Planning and Man-
agement at National Taiwan Ocean University on March 10, 2006, with the
workshop’s spearheading and supporting units encompassed the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Executive Yuan Coast Guard Administration, Ministry
of the Interior Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of Economic
Affairs Water Resources Agency, Executive Yuan Agricultural Council’s
Fisheries Agency, Kaohsiung Municipal Government, Keelung Municipal
Government, National Taiwan Ocean University, Institute for Physical
Planning & Information, and Landscape Society of the ROC. The work-
shop’s objectives encompass: Given costal areas comprising of seaside
land and near coast sea areas that are regarded as eco-sensitive, resource
rich and humanity-abundant areas, they are also areas prone to competi-
tive conflicts under various forms of utilization. Currently, with Taiwan
not yet moving to legislate its maritime law, the administration jurisdic-
tion governing the ocean and coastline remains dispersed, and the island’s
maritime law enforcement needs to be upgraded, just as more work is need
to alleviate ocean pollution being that the seas are often utilized in an ex-
clusive manner. The artificial embankment built around the shoreline has
disrupted marine habitats, marred the landscape, deteriorated the water
quality, undermined the ecology, over exploited fishery resources, and de-
terred the public of its rightful equity to enjoy the sea. On the other hand,
the over exploitation of shoreline areas often lead to a host of disasters, such
as sinking stratum, seawater overflow, soil liquefaction, as well as coast-
line erosions. In light of which, in response to the Executive Yuan's rudi-
mentary water and green concept stated in the Challenging 2008 National
Development Campaign, and the Maritime Development Council’s “2006
Maritime Conservation Year” campaign, it is prudent that an innovative
vision be incorporated in the conservation management of maritime na-
tional territories, and that the coastal areas need to be streamlined under
integrated development. The workshop has had invitations extended to
local and foreign academic, government and industry sectors for soliciting
widespread opinions, and through which collective efforts could be made
to analyze relevant coastline issues, and to culminate a safe ecological envi-
ronment in the coastal area and a sustainable industry development, taking
into account Taiwan'’s vision on future coastline administration. The work-
shop’s central themes include, (1) Vision of coastal management in Taiwan;
(2) Delineation of coastal zone; (3) tsunami and coastal hazard planning;
(4) Coastal protected areas; (5) Marine Functional zoning; (6) Fisheries and

maritime enforcement.

The workshop opened with a welcome keynote presented by direc-
tor of National Taiwan Ocean University, Huang Rong-chien, and keynotes
by director of Construction and Planning Agency, Chen Kuang-hsing, Prof.
Lee Kuo-tien (who serves as the current director of National Taiwan Ocean

University) among others, as well as the presentation of the Coastline Con-
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A group photo of honored workshop guests, from L
to R, Dr. James W. Good of the U.S., Coast Guard
Administration planning division section member
Shih Yi-zher, Dr. Robert Kay of Australia, Cardiff
University of English doctoral postgraduate candi-
date Kao Ruei-zhong.

The workshop's critical focus

The workshop has had invitations extended to the American coastline
expert, Dr. James W. Good, honorary professor of the State University
of Oregon (his personal Website at www.jwgoodconsulting.com), the
Australian coastline expert, Dr. Robert Kay, professor of West Australia

University (his personal Website at www.coastalmanagement.com).

The workshop opened with Dr. Robert Kay presenting a topical lec-
ture — Global coastal zone management vision”, in which Dr. Robert Kay
mentioned that in recent years as world countries turned their attention on
coastal zone management, but why would coastal zone management be
important? With roughly 60% of world population congregated in coastal
areas less than two hours by car, coastal zones offer a wealth of resources,
functional amenities, equitable gains, and opportunities, being that costal
zones had long been areas with thriving economy and humanity. Coastal
zones, in the meantime, are also areas of a sensitive ecological environ-
ment, where 90% of world fishery, crustacean output had come from the
coastal zone, and mankind’s main economic activities also occurred here,
which however were marred by disasters of tsunami, soil liquefaction,
stratum sinkage, seawater overflow and such. Currently, the management
approach by world countries tended to broach toward a project-based
management mode (such as in Taiwan that the Ministry of the Interior was
actively developing a sustainable overall coastline development proposal),
and followed by legislation, which was equally important (for instance,
the Ministry of the Interior promoting the three state property manage-

ment laws, draft bill of an integrated state property law, draft bill of a
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coastline law, draft bill of a state property rehabilitation law). With the
management approach in coastal management sought by world countries
tended to broach toward integrated, multipurpose projects, a governmental
agency integration and coordination mechanism had become very impor-
tant; moreover, there would be the need for a technical support team (such
as the Ministry of the Interior’s launching a sustainable coastline service
implementation team), in that the development of the current coastal zone
management thinking needed to be a process of ongoing review, learning,
review and reflection. While coastline operating management could have a
fine version defined, which should be an interactive process, thus it would
be crucial in pondering how best to devise a clearly defined, long-term and
feasible vision when it came to drafting one. He also explained by provid-
ing an example that integrating coastal management should not be run-
ning around like a wheel, but rather like sticky glue. In that the current
coastal management trend focused on an ecosystem-based management
mode, under which various relevant coastal departments were to form a
consensus building, adaptive planning, instilment of coastal management
indicators, evaluation and standards, coastal management frameworks and
so forth. In the lecture, an example was given to profile the state of costal
management in yardstick countries of the International Coastal Zone Man-
agement (ICZM), such as the Philippines, Thailand, the United States, the
European Union, and Australia. He believed that as Taiwan’s future costal
management projects remained very important, when it came to develop-
ing Taiwan’s coastal management, it would be prudent to mirror interna-
tional examples and experiences in order to design a simplistic, executable
coastal zone management project, meaning that any coastal management
project should be feasible and executable, with technical capability and by
mirroring from the past experience. He recapped his lecture by stating that
an integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) had become a commonly

accepted norm worldwide, and a long-term work.

Dr. James W. Good shared the U.S.’s coastal zone management expe-
rience by stating that the U.S. had implemented costal zone management
with 30 years of history and experience, and covering extended coastal
management experience. He also agreed that an integrated costal zone
management had become a global shared vision, and a fine sustainable de-
velopment mode, in that the U.S.s coastal zone management experience
emphasized strongly of a federal, state and local partnership relation, of-
fering a means to resolve departmental singular administration and think-
ing. He also mentioned the background information on the U.S.s moving
to launch the Coastal Zone Management Act initially had stemmed from
the public’s awareness of the gradual environmental deterioration, coupled
with the public’s growing leisure hours that increased the public’s contact
with the coastline, and also the onset of a few major coastal pollution inci-
dents, which had spawned the legislation of the Coastal Zone Management
Act. In the aspect of maritime policy, He mentioned that the federal gov-
ernment had encouraged state governments to participate in promoting the
coastal zone project, and offered certain incentives, i.e. the federal govern-

ment would, under given circumstances, provide considerable capital and
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From L to R, the former National Taiwan Ocean
University director Dr. Huang Rong-chien, Dr.
Robert Kay of Australia, Prof. Chiu Wen-yen.

project funding to support a state’s project. In terms of the Coastal Zone
Management Act, the legislation’s grand plan provided a glimpse of its
vision, which would serve to protect the coastal zone resources for genera-
tions to come, and as little as visions for the public to be near the water,
public access rights and so forth. Furthermore, the State of Ohio’s coastal
zone management plan emphasized highly that resource conservation be-
ing a rudimentary means; for instance how a harbor bay in the state had

been built at an estuary, which was quite an interest thought.

Section head Ju of Construction and Planning Agency, Ministry of
the Interior, reported that the “Sustainable overall coastal zone develop-
ment strategy” promoted by the agency covering the review of natural
environment protection plan for Taiwan’s coastal zones and international
costal zone management developing trends had arisen from the ASSAM
protocol of 1975, 21 Agenda of 1992, and Bali Action Declaration in 2005,
and profiled the zoning concept by costal conservation zoning. All such
designs were intended to restore the costal zones to their natural state and
maintain the ratio of natural coastal zones from declining, which would
serve as a the highest guidance principle in various governmental depart-

ments’ revising and reviewing various tangible coastal zone utilization

plans before legislating the coastal management law.
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Dr. Kuo Chung-yao, the host of the coastal zone service
implementation team, had presented a lecture featuring “Taiwan
protected area system’s proposal and enterprising strategy”, which
presented several protection plans and strategies focusing on Taiwan’s

sea protected corridor.

Conclusion and recommendations

Workshop recommendations concluded through the forum are as

follows,

I.  Toreview the draft bill for the coastal zone management act currently
being drafted through Taiwan’s experience learning on international

coastal zone management projects.

II. To develop clear, long-term coastal zone management vision for Tai-
wan’s coastal zones in the future to steer a national coastal manage-

ment policy.

III. To ascertain the important of costal zones to Taiwan’s economy, i.e.

biodiversity, human equity.

IV. To define and integrate the scope of coastal zone management pro-
posal, encompassing that for the maritime and coastal division and

relevant topics.

V. To develop national, integrated coastal zone management strategy by
assisting relevant coastal zone management agencies, businesses and
non-government organizations (NGOs), academic institutions, local
communities and so forth for achieving a sustainable utilization of

coastal zone resources.

VL. To support local bottom-up coastal zone rebuilding plan through gov-
ernment financial and technical support, with community residents

encouraged to partaking the project.

VIIL. To launch a full-time national level coastal zone and maritime agen-
cy.

VIII. To actively broach and excel the exchange of knowledge and expe-
rience on Taiwan’s coastal zone management and implementation
through general integrated coastal zone management meetings,

taskforce groups and education/training.

The objective of costal zone management rests on integrating
sustainable resource utilization, biodiversity, natural disaster
prevention, pollution control, economic development management and
planning, coastal community equity enhancement, and optimal land
utilization. As just the workshop consensus, the coastal zone
management concept has been a long-term, innovative and ongoing

work. Currently, Taiwan’s coastal habitats that have been disrupted,
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ocean pollution, landscape disruption and so forth remain undisputed
facts. To preserve Taiwan’s ocean environment, and to instill and
develop an orderly, sustainable coastal zone management, it is viable
to gather and study relevant information on foreign maritime, coastal
zone management as references in improving Taiwan’s system, and to
refer to local and foreign literature and experience for reviewing and
amending Taiwan’s current maritime and coastal zone management, as
well as to speed up pushing for coastal zone management legislation

and implementation.

(The author is currently with Coast Guard Administration plan-

ning division)
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