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Taiwan, though accounting for a mere tens of hundredths of the earth's
land mass, is nevertheless blessed with an abundance of biodiversity as a
marine habitat for its situated by the edge of the world's largest continental
reefs, coupled with diverse ecology of the complex geology of the seabed,
topography, water depth, ocean current and water temperatures. Taiwan's
sea waters are more than teeming with an extremely rich source of marine
creatures and fishery resources, but in great varieties; statistics show the
variety of Taiwan's marine biology is reaching one-tenth of the species
worldwide, with close to over two thousand aquatic economic varieties,
commanding an average higher than five hundred times of other sea-
bordering countries. Yet in recent years, amid the rapid development
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commerce fueling coastal development
rise, coupled with the lack of sound
environmental preservation

work, the presence of power
plants, factories, petrochemical
plants, wastewater deriving from

urban and household discharge,

; debris polluting the shores, water
contamination and fishery public
hazard incidents have all added to

burden the sea resources, let alone

water pollution has become worse. All

of such have gravely impacted the coastal
marine fishery resources and environmental
ecology, where the ocean crisis bears a direct
\ impact on everyone in Taiwan through

: the food chain and the cycle of atmospheric

change.

As an island's natural resources on land
are somewhat limited, how best to surpass the
fate as an island nation to embrace the infinite

opportunities the sea has to offer is a crucial self-
awareness to all of island nations. In the past, the
fact of neglect of the ocean by Taiwan government had

led to Taiwan's sea bounty being plundered relentlessly for
personalgains. All of a sudden, we come to stunning realization
that despite the plenty that the sea offers, there would one day
be such a phenomenon that the fish stock is going to be drying
up, the phenomenon of global deprivation of fishery resource,
besieged by mankind's insatiable desire. In afterthoughts, it is we that

have done wrong to the ocean, rather than that she no longer nurtures us.

With our ancestors coming from sea, the oceans are the cradles of the
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people of Taiwan, and healthy oceans would continue to be a warranty for
Taiwan's sustainable management. The only viable meansis for everyone on
the island to jointly develop this paradise at sea by polling the brainpower
together for ensuring a sustainable Taiwan and a sustainable ocean
management. Let us jointly rediscover the calm, openness, bountifulness,
encompassing and nurturing of the sea. With the sea being all around us,
and plenty of seaports and ships that Taiwan has, it is unfathomable that
we could live without a maritime culture, for it was simply being neglected
and overlooked as a fringe culture, a minority culture. By turning back
to rediscover the ocean, and reposition ourselves, the image that conjures
up in our mind should include the sea that we are bestowed upon when

proclaiming our homestead as Formosa once again.

(The author is currently with the Southern Coastal Patrol Office, Coastal
Patrol Corps 6, Shih-shi inspection office)
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