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Special joint operation via air and
sea patrol sweeps and expels Main-

land China fishing vessels
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T I 1 he Coast Guard Administration, Executive Yuan, in order to main

protect the maritime environment and resource, has especially as-

tain the security of maritime region, insure the fishermen's equity,

sembled its mobile fleets in the central region to enforce a designed
project in an aggregated dynamic sweep via air and sea in expelling
infringing Mainland fishing vessels utilizing an advanced patrol
strength.

This special operation has had a joint duty pre-briefing session
held at the auditorium of the Offshore Flotilla 3 (Taichung), Maritime
Patrol Directorate General in Taichung at 9:00AM on March 17, 2005, as
presided by acting commander Tzeng Ming-chuan, with other three
units, including the Central Sector Flotilla, Offshore Flotilla 12 (Hsinchu),
Coast Patrol Corps 3, Central Coast Office partaking the action. A main
purpose for this operation focuses on forbidding mainland fishing boats
infringed restricted water for illegal fishing, which according to the Law
of population relationship between Taiwan , R.O.C. and mainland China
calls for the penal code of seizing the vessel, confiscating the fishing
gears and fishery catch alongside an indictment, in addition to impound-
ing the trolleys aboard the ship, disabling the ship from returning to
fishing after being expelled. The operation deploys a total of nine pa-
trol boats, 80 officers, and is joined by helicopters from National Air-
borne Service Corps, with a sweeping area that covers the restricted
and banned waters (within 24 nautical miles form the baseline of
Taiwan's territorial waters) off Taichung, Miaoli, Changhwa and around
the Penghu island, where dynamic presence has been deployed to ex-
pel the illegal fishing vessels, intended to deter illegally infringing main-
land fishing vessels, and to demonstrate the Coast Guard's strength in
safeguarding Taiwan's maritime security and protecting fishery

resources.
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A snapshot depicting an illicit
fishing warrant handed to a main-
land fishing vessel captain
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Illicit trolling devices and
chains dismantled and confis-
cated under mandatory order
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Enforcement officers recite rel-
evant laws and regulations to
mainland fishermen in illicit
fishing infringement
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A joint sea-aerial dynamic
force assembled to expel in-
fringing Mainland fishing
vessels

KB ®

The Offshore Flotilla 3 (Taichung) has since 2004 begun to imple-
menting coast guard patrol duties in the central Taiwan region, expel-
ling a total of 511 mainland fishing vessels, reporting 2,695 mainland
fisherman offenders, seizing 68 fishing vessels , arresting 751 mainland
fishermen and cracking down 14 fishing vessels dragging net within
three nautical miles, as well as uncovering one case of illegal wiring
fishing by mainland vessel. The current joint force uniting various coast
guard platoons in the central region in a dynamic sweep has begun at
over 20 nautical miles off the shores of the Da An Shih in Taichung
County and at the open seas west to the Taichung Port, where five main-
land vessels and 48 fishermen found infringing Taiwan's territorial wa-
ter have been reported, of which 2 vessels have been found working at
beyond 30 nautical miles but are infringing the territorial waters of Tai-
wan (within 24 nautical miles from the baseline), which call for the two
vessel be detained pending investigation as per stipulations set forth
under a public announcement pertaining to the "Taiwan, Penghu, and
Dongsha area's restricted and banned water territories and regulations,
which revises the scope of the restricted and banned water territories
around the Taiwan, Penghu and Dongsha areas to extend 24 and 12
nautical miles from the baseline, and as per provisions set forth under
par 3, Article 42 of the "the implementation rule of Law of population
relationship between Taiwan , R.O.C. and mainland China ", which stipu-
lates mainland vessel that enter restricted or banned water territories
without authorization to engage in fishery catching act may have the
vessel, articles seized, and the personnel detained. In addition, the Coast
Guard Administration, in search of enforcing the protection of marine
resources, has produced and distributed an awareness handbook that
the associates could utilize to educate mainland fishery workers with
relevant laws and regulations of the Republic of China, utilizing tan-
gible action to show Coast Guard units' determinations to protect Tai-
wan fishermen's equity and enforcing sea territory security.

The Coast Guard Administration, in order to maintain the secu-
rity of maritime region, and preserve marine fishery resources, is com-
mitted to staging ongoing, random joint sweeping missions, and does
urge the public to call "118" toll free hotline when coming across any
unlawful doing or of any incident that requires the assistance , and the
Coast Guard will respond to the call at once.

(The author: an officer of first section, Offshore Flotilla 3 (Taichung),

Maritime Patrol Directorate General
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