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A Tak On Tchaikovsky 1812 Overture
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Kaohsiung is where | grew up and completed my studies.
Although the farmland where | used to clay-bake is now occupied
by high-rise buildings, and the creeks where | used to catch
frogs are now sewers, how | feel about my hometown has never
changed. The face of Kaohsiung continues to change and is being
beautified; however, the award for biggest change to Kaohsiung
definitely goes to the main stadium of 2009 World Games.
Knowing that the completion of a world-class stadium has been
achieved in Kaohsiung makes me feel particularly proud for both
Kaohsiung and its citizens.
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Last year (2009), in celebration of the completion of the main
stadium of the 2009 World Games, the organizer invited the
century-year-old Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, considered to
be one of the five major orchestras in America, to join forces with
Vienna Opera Chorus, whose city is regarded as the capital of
music, to perform in the Inauguration Concert. With a delighted
heart, | took the Taiwan High Speed Rail to Kaohsiung to attend

this musical and visual feast.

In addition to the fact that the well-thought-out design of
the stadium was the work of international acclaimed designer
Toyo lto, the stadium itself is an artistic gem (work of art),
imparting a strong visual impact, and in doing so, breaking the
stereotype people have for enclosed stadiums. The program
for the inauguration concert combined orchestral performances
and fireworks, proving to be truly impressive! Among those
performances, | was most attracted to the opening piece — the

1812 Overture by Tchaikovsky.

Tchaikovsky ( May-7-1840 — Nov-6-1893) was born into
a wealth Russian family. He was a prolific composer, and his
works include Swan Lake, The Nutcracker and "Piano Concerto
No.1", all important classical musical pieces. However, the "1812
Overture" is the one | believe to have the strongest personality

and style.
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The "1821 Overture" portrays events which occurred in the
Battle of Borodino in the year 1812, when the French armies led
by Napoleon invaded Russia in an attempt to conquer Moscow
in the shortest period of time, thus, forcing Russia to surrender.
However, the French armies ended the battle with not more than
ten thousand soldiers fleeing Russia. The Russian army won the
battle at the cost of many of its soldiers. The piece begins with
scores played by cellos, symbolizing the peaceful and happy
life the Russian used to have. Then, as the music proceeds, the
notes start to intensify as the tense and suspensive rhythms,
added to the scores played by brass instruments, portray the
extreme tension between the French and the Russian armies. In
the next fragment of the piece, the French national anthem — "La
Marseillaise" — played on French horns, becomes the main theme,
representing the arrival of French troops and the imminent danger
the Russians find themselves in. A descending music represents
the deadlock that the French and the Russian have come to, and
is followed by a fragment of Russian dance music to symbolize
the Russians turning the tables on their enemy; the cannon
shots represent the Russian soldiers' pursuit of the French to the
border. To express the sense of relief and triumph at the end of
the war, the entire orchestra unites, portraying Russia's liberation
from the French invasion. With a combination of cannon shots
and the music of March, the Russian national anthem, "God Save
the Tsar", emerges., music, which is in strong contrast to the
French national anthem. Lastly, accompanied by the victory bells
of the church, the 19 minute-long overture gradually descends

from thundering to tranquil until the piece's end.

Our hometown is where we re-experience our memories;
equally, music is nourishment to enrich our lives. The combination
of the two motivated me to go back to Kaohsiung to attend the
inauguration concert in celebration of the completion of the main
stadium of the 2009 World Games. If the heavy workload was the
inevitable consequence, then, music is definitely the best lubricant
for releasing the pressures of work and life. Hopefully, everyone's
pressure is lessened whilst becoming immersed in the joy of

listening to music.

( Therauthor is currently with the Department of Planning, CGA.)





