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The scene of CGA members fight off the fierce fire.

Fishing Boat on Fire, Fishermen info the Seq,
Kinmen Cutter Come fo Rescue 10 People
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Devoting myself to coast guard been ten years. Looking
back on all the once performed, it is most unforgettable to
attend the mission of Ship Kinmen to rescue a boat on fine last
year(2009).

CGA's Central Sector Flotilla of Maritime Patrol Directorate
General dispatched its "Kinmen Cutter" at 03:57 a.m. of
October 2, 2009 to the location of 25.24N and 121.08E

(roughly 18 nm north-west of Guanyin outer sea in Taoyuan)
and succeeded in rescuing ten fishermen (a Taiwanese
captain, six Chinese, two Indonesian and one Philippines
sailor) who jumped into the sea to escape the fire on "Xin
Yu Quan 36" (registered in Yieliu, numbered as CT4-2107,
weighed at 87.08 tons) . They were soon transported to

Keelung Port for medical treatment.
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Using devices to help search the fishing boat.
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At the changing of fall and winter, the fishermen are busy
harvesting crabs and this is the time when Maritime Patrol
Directorate General's cutters start performing their protection
missions with these fishermen. With the arrival of north-east
monsoon front, the north-west sea area in the Taiwan Strait
begins to see rough waves. Under the influences of circulating
current outside typhoons, the sea conditions have become
fierce so the CGA members on midnight duty have elevated
their level of caution and paid even more efforts in monitoring
the communication devices with all the ships. At 02:35 am., the
UHF radio in the control center of the cutter reported the notice
from the Maritime Patrol Directorate General, saying that "Xin
Yu Quan 36" which was carrying out its fishing operation at
about 18 nm north-west of Guanyin outer sea in Taoyuan, was
caught fire. The fire was found at its engine room and the cutter

was asked to help the ship on fire.

Upon arriving the site, Kinmen Cutter found that "Xin Yu
Quan 36" has been devoured by fierce fire and the onboard
crews have abandoned their ship for lives. Cutter captain Jiang
Tong-xin immediately ordered to dispatch the rescue boat
to search for these fishermen, however, due to low visibility
in the night and the boat has limited visibility range, it was
impossible to spot the fishermen in a short time. In the mean
time, the crews in the steering room tried to take advantage of
their elevated position to search the sea surface with a search
light. In the end, they soon found the location of these fallen
fishermen. To assure their calmness, the crews used a public
speaker to talk to them to assure their safety and they should
not rush onto the cutter but to cooperate with the rescuers for
further safety. Meanwhile, the cutter captain used radio devices
to command the rescue boat to approach the fishermen. Under
the leadership of Chief Mate, Huang Guo-an, the CGA sailors
gradually took the fallen fishing boat captain and other nine
foreign fishermen onboard. They were soon given knitted
blankets to keep them warm, then bowls of hot soup were
given to them to revive their energy. Since all fishermen were
safely treated, the cutter captain soon ordered the crews to
work together with the patrol boats from Hsinchu and Danshuei
patrol corps to fight off the fire. The fire on "Xin Yu Quan 36"
boat was extinguished at 10:00 am. after rounds of spitting
water with fire-fighting hose and spray gun. However, the
weather condition wasn't favorable and the waves were high

s0" Xin Yu Quan 36" still unfortunately sank to the sea.
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Though the weather condition was unfavorable, the crews
of Kinmen Cutter were very thoughtful and tried to be in their
shoes so they tried every effort to carry out the operation and
spare no effort in sailing to the fire site. The crews used high-
tech equipments on board and performed their professional
ability in maritime rescue to successfully accomplish the rescue
operation. Furthermore, to prevent the transmission of avian flu
and H1N1, crews have also sued medical alcohol to disinfect
the hands of the rescued and wear them with masks. Besides
these preventive measure, crews also gave them blankets and
clothes to keep warmth and energizing hot soup and food to
show the CGA's thoughtfulness to the people.

The rescued were wrapped in blankets for warmth and worn masks for

flu transmission.
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“Xin Yu Quan 36” fishing boat, with fire extinguished.
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After the incident was over, the Director of "Chunghwa
Fishery and Fishing Boat Association", Guo Jia-quan, Deputy
Director Lin Xin-ze, Supervisor Cai Ping-he and other two
representatives went to Maritime Patrol Directorate General
in Danshuei at 10:00 am. of October 14, 2009 to present their
appreciation. Director-general Lin Fu-an led relating cadres to
welcome them. Director Guo gave his appreciation on behalf
of the general members of CFFBA that the Directorate General
Lin is able to dispatch cutters to protect the fishing boats
working in the north-west sea areas during the high season
of autumn crab period. This action has effectively thwarted
Chinese fishing boats from invading our areas and thus
protected the right of Taiwan fishermen. With these cutters,
Taiwan fishermen can carry out their work without any worries.
Their harvest is more and thus gains more wages. To thank
Directorate General's contribution, the Association presented
an inscribe board that is inscribed with "Song Sheng Zai Dao"

(praise the fame and publicize the good deeds) characters
to highlight the efforts that the Directorate General has paid
in protecting Taiwan fishermen. To us, the most precious gift
is when we see Taiwan fishermen are safe and have their

properties intact.

(The author is currently with the Central Sector Flotilla of
Maritime Patrol Directorate General.)






