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The captains of both sides exchange flags at the
touching moment
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A Sacred Duty of Rescue a Broken Mast Foreign Boat

by Coast Guard Administration, ROC
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Rescuing is one of sacred duties of Coast Guard
Administration, Republic of China. After having launched
the policy of open water recreation activities, the front-
line coastguard staffs started to take more important
responsibilities, and to provide 24 hours a day services to
locals. The coastguard staffs undertake numerous rescue
missions, running against the clock, to ensure people's

securities on the water.

At 6:15 am. on 15 February 2010, the second day of
Chinese New Year, while everyone was feasting on the joyful
(CV5) , a Finland
boat, was on The Clipper 09-10 Round The World Yacht Race.

Its mast was suddenly broken due to billows near 25 nautical

ambiance of vacation, Charlie Victor 5

miles offshore from Xincheng, Hualian. At that moment,
Charlie Victor 5 could not normally sail and was caught in
an urgent danger. Offshore Flotilla 6 (Hualian) , Maritime
Patrol Directorate General immediately dispatched patrol craft
PP-5052 to assist Charlie Victor 5 as soon as it was informed
of this mission. On that day, the sea scale reached 6-7, flurry
reached 9, and the wave height was 3-4 meters. Since it was
not easy to implement the rescue mission in such bad sea
condition, patrol craft PP-10019 was subsequently dispatched

to support the assignment.
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The crew of coastguard rescue CV5.
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After about a 3-hour search on the water, at 9:15 pm on the
same day, patrol craft PP-10019 found the suspected sailboat
in distress on the radar monitor. It was approximately near 23.6
nautical miles offshore from Qi-Xing-Tan (24° 05" N, 122°
03’ E) The patrol craft PP-10019 steered ahead right away to
the scene for assistance. On its arrival, patrol craft PP-10019 was
stunned by the thrilling scene on seeing that the CV5 in distress
which was only at a speed of 3-4 knots and was hideously, one
time floating and sinking at other time, torn and lashed by wind.
After having confirmed the condition of the CV5 crew including
11 males and 7 females, PP-10019 and PP-5052 adopted joint
protection, appropriately encouraged, and leaded the CV5 to the
safe waterway. It approximately took 5 hours to safely escort CV5
to Hualian Port. The CV5 crew were relieved and smiled when
they arrived at the Port. Knowing that it was Chinese New Year,
the first sentence the captain of CV5 spoke to the coastguard

members and media on the scene was "Happy New Year!".

The captain of CV5 said: "the crew and himself were deeply
impressed by the brave rescue mission of Offshore Flotilla 6 in the
bad sea condition. The entire thrilling rescue process will be posted
on official website for sharing with sailboat-lovers worldwide." At that
night, feeling strong Chinese new year atmosphere, the rescued
18 foreign crew members of CV5 enjoyed Taiwanese New Year
foods which were elaborately prepared by the captain of Coast
Guard. After having the scrumptious dinner, the crew of both sides
exchanged flags with signatures, and added an illustrious page to
the friendship between Taiwan and Finland.

(The author is currently with the

Offshore Flotilla 6 (Hualian) , Maritime
Patrol Directorate General)

HOME SIR ROBINEWORLD FOLLOW THERACE THE TEAME RACEMEWS WVIRTUALRACE TAKE PART COWTACTUS

=

B

cruiling

RACE NEWS

the

TR BIE e AI{H09E 104FER
 BRIE S[R3 B8 R AT
B (B Fr2R 5 : http://www.clipperroundtheworld.
com/index.php/race_news/?p=30)

The entire process of rescue mission was
posted on the official website of Clipper 09-10
Round The World Yacht Race, and successfully
promulgated the brave rescue actions of the
Coastguard staffs.
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