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"Enforcing the promotion of a sustainable ocean policy, and actively
bridging to international affairs" - Regoraing the 2010 World Oceans Day in Toiwon

BEREE | BT
Data Stored | Wang Ching-yin Department of Planning

— ~ BIYEE) I. About the event

BYEFNKERE  TEMEFE S FE5E In search of a sustainable development of the oceans,
$7L , ZF%ﬁié.\éfTE%j(%ﬁ$§ﬂ’\]$&’§'|‘$ﬂ%¥éf%R and to actively bridge international maritime affairs, the
me N
. Administration has, integrating the premiere global educational
HIESEE (NGC =D ~ 8 TTEIR
( ) == 2Rz ! and science platform — the National Geographic Channel (NGC)
/\/— R
BETHRREREE Hj./fj\‘:'/%’ RIS o e slverss eeeuEEs of THlETS industry, government
Rl REBESESRELBEBYE - BIEBXEAE and academic sectors, including the Executive Yuan
JNECi VA ;/g/ifij(—% S ﬁg yjﬁ,;%i_’[ﬁ%ﬁg’&;%ggﬁ Environmental Protection Administration, the nonprofit Taiwan
R 5 A4094E6 5 8 B g A L FIEEH 201015 Ocean Technology Research Center, the Zhang Rong-fa
s N 71 N 7
NN Foundation Evergreen Maritime Museum, the FarGlory Ocean
/'!/;'éEZ‘_I:I/% Eﬁ/b\;\ ?&%mﬂf&%ﬁﬁ%/l/iﬁ . . . .
Park and the National Taiwan Oceanography University, the

2w, AR National Museum of Natural History, on June 8th this year

DO

=

= to jointly staged on the World Oceans Day the "2010 World
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% Oceans Day in Taiwan — the Happy Ocean documentary
% chronicle debut and maritime safety forum" event.
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The "Happy Ocean documentary chronicle", aiming to
encourage students nationwide to step out of their homes and
campuses to truly care for Taiwan's maritime environment, utilizes
the means of print photography and short documentary films to
showcase a distinct take of Taiwan's marine biology conservation
of a new era, and also to document the enchanting beauty of
Taiwan's oceans, and also to alarm the ecological crisis of the
oceans. With the participants including elementary school, junior
high school and senior high school students, the program utilizes
the National Geographic Channel's exquisitely documentary film
format, combining the government educational arm's integrated
maritime education resources, to deep-root the maritime
conservation awareness, and steer the future generations with
an in-depth understanding and desire to explore the oceans, and
with a clear awareness to actively safeguarding Taiwan's maritime
ecological environment. The event, also focusing on the two
subjects of "International maritime treaties and maritime security
information" and "Maritime distress rescue and pollution response”,
has extended invitations to experts to scholars to jointly study
and strategize the strategies, which will provide the government
with tangible recommendations in maritime security and maritime

distress rescue, with which to install a safe maritime environment.

In the meantime, we have also invited the President Ma Ying-jeou
to grace the venue for addressing his World Oceans Day keynote,
and acting as the awards dedication special guest for the "Happy
Ocean documentary chronicle" debut representation. And the
"Ocean Security Forum" that follows thereafter has rounded up
local experts and scholars in the maritime field to jointly diagnose
and strategize for Taiwan's oceans with a sounder maritime vision.
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Of the promotion of the "Wear Blue, Tell Two" event in
response to the "Ocean Project" of the World Ocean network,
guests are asked to attire in blue or wear blue accessories
on the day of the event, and campaign two things that benefit
the ocean in a simple action to care for the ocean, and
tangibly achieve the World Oceans Day philosophy; as the
event content has also been registered on said international
organization's exclusive Website set up for World Oceans
day, it lends an opportunity for Taiwan to voice out through
the platform that Taiwan, as an oceanic country, vows to
regard its future safeguarding the maritime environment and a
sustainable maritime development as a cross-millennial project
by actively seeking changes through actual action to achieve
a sustainable maritime development objective of a "global

thinking and regional action”.

I1. Regarding the '""World Oceans Day"

With world countries already regarding the oceans as the
vital assets to mankind, and to awake mankind's knowledge,
protection and sustainable use of the oceans, the Canadian
government has first suggested the concept of a World Oceans
Day at the "Earth Summit Meeting" held in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil in 1992. With steady campaigning by international
organizations, such as "The Ocean Project" and such since
2003, the United Nations has in 2008 passed a resolution by
designating June 8th of every year as the World Oceans Day
starting in 2009, and which the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon has reiterated in his keynote that as mankind's activities
are forcing the oceans to pay a terrible price, all individuals
and group are obligated to protect the ocean environment and
diligently manage the maritime resources. | anticipate that
world countries will utilize this opportunity to jointly care for the
oceans that we depend on, experience the abundance of riches
the ocean bestows us, and at the same time review the global

pollution and over-fishing problems, and the negative impacts

to the ocean environment and the marine biology.
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In 2009, the United Nations has initially begun to promote
the "World Oceans Day", with a theme featuring "Our Oceans,
Our Responsibility”, which emphasizes on the importance of
protecting the ocean environment and managing the marine
resources. This year's theme has been set to "Our Oceans:
Opportunities and Challenges", and the UN has also staged a
press meet on "2010 World Oceans Day", with which to explore
how best to effectively enforce the "United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea" in the contest of the legal framework,
and some of the related issues confronting the "United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea" in the 21 century.

The "United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea"
was signed in 1982, and took effect in 1994; however, with
Taiwan deprived of its UN representative right since 1971,
Taiwan is unable to sign or sanction the convention. Yet as the
"United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea" has already
been regarded as one of the customary international laws, it
comes with applicable obligations and entitiements regardless
whether it is to a member country or otherwise, a concept that
has emerged as a critical construct in Taiwan's expanding our

global participation.

As a prime example, when the United Nations has
designated the 1998 International Year of the Ocean, we have in
that year staged a series of ocean-related promotional events,
including the "Love Taiwan Cleaning the Sea" campaign,
with which to hold a synchronic beach-cleaning activity at 18
counties and cities. More importantly, in the legislation of two
sea territory laws — the "Law on the Territorial Sea and the
Continuous Zone of the Republic of China", and the "Law on
the Exclusive Economic Territory and Continental Shelf of the
Republic of China" promulgated in 1998, Taiwan has voluntarily
reached out to the development of the international maritime
law system, and has since converted the new international
maritime legal guideline into the local laws, a move that is
poised to let the international society know that we are willing to
assume our international obligations, particularly of the higher
exposure on maritime affairs internationally, which offers an
indicative significance in Taiwan's participating in international
affairs.
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II1. Problems the oceans confronted

With oceans covering 72% of the earth's surface, the sea
environment is more than a hub that nurtures many living beings,
but is also something that many living creatures depend upon,
where many aspects ranging from traffic and transportation,
fishery catch, resource development or climatic adjustments are
inextricably related to human lives. Since the nineteenth century,
with the rapid development of industrialization and a sudden surge
of world populations, mankind's activity has caused the carbon
dioxide discharge to accelerate drastically, causing the air pollution,
acid rain and greenhouse effect, where the oceans' capacity
toward carbon dioxide has gradually saturated, thus causing the
seawater temperatures to rise, polar ice to begin melting, climate
changed and extraordinary, all kinds of living environment are
increasingly threatened, coupled with human's over development
and exploitation, destructive fishing and catching method , severe
ocean pollution as a result of plastic garbage, resulting in some of
the marine species to face extinction, a scenario, if not curtailed,
will lead to no fish to be caught by 2048, and will result in critical

destruction to nature's ecological environment.

A marine debris survey report the United Nations
Environmental Programme and the Marine Conservation Society
have released on 2009's "World Oceans Day" has highlighted the
mounting problems of marine waste, and plastic debris being a
major component of the marine waste, where such plastic waste
is dissolved into ever smaller fragments and are ingested by
marine biology, with the toxins accumulating in the organic body
that not only threatens the living creatures but are likely to enter
the human food chain at any time to cause broader harms. The
report reiterates that pollutants humans discharge into the sea
are continuing to threaten mankind's own safety and health, and
also threaten the reproduction and well being of wildlife, and are
highly destructive to the ocean environment, besieging the natural

topography of costal zones worldwide to corrosion.

Accounting for a mere 2.5/10,000" of the earth's landmass,
Taiwan however is blessed with an infinite array of marine
resources, where one-tenth of the marine species can be found in
Taiwan's near coastal areas, which are natural resources that are
precious and very important to Taiwan, and we need to make smart
use of the advantage nature bestows on us. The president has thus
presented the "blue revolution and developing the nation through
the ocean" of a blue-sea strategy by pointing out that Taiwan's

future development vision and various infrastructure development
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will need to be closely tied to the ocean, who further presents six
initiatives at his May 20th inaugural speech, and among them,
"saving the nation through environmental conservancy" has been
made to urge the citizens to broadly adopt the green energy, by

which to reshape Taiwan as a low-carbon homestead.

With Taiwan being a typical seafaring country, how best to
promote the general public's awareness of the ocean, campaign
the importance of marine conservancy and spearhead installing
a marine culture have emerged as a rather critical subject,
which is also a main objective in the Administration's active
pursuit of various maritime administration works. With that said,
it is the responsibility of the government and every individual to
emphasize the protection of marine environment and marine
resources, for we can not afford to ignore or be indifferent
about the issue, but everyone needs to put forth his/her efforts

for safeguarding the oceans.

IV. The sustainable ocean management mission

At a time when the government is campaigning for an

organizational reform, to effectively address the past fragmented
management approach that leads to the phenomenon of
disparate administrative power, we will soon be launching an
"Environmental Resources Ministry" and a "Maritime Council" by
2012, where launching an "Environmental Resources Ministry"
has been aimed to integrate the management of water, soil,
forestry and air in the natural environment by presenting a
comprehensive solution proposal, with which to step up the
government's efforts in ecological environment rehabilitation and
maintenance; while the forming of a "Maritime Council" has been
to strengthen the maritime policy's development and promotion,
with which to enforce the horizontal coordinating functions in
maritime administration. Naturally, we cannot afford to hold off
completing these after the formation of the new organizations. In
recent years, there have been many fruitful results in promoting
marine environment protection and ecological conservation by
relevant government departments and private organizations,
which have led to the inception of the "Hou-bi Ocean Ecological
Conservation Demonstration Area", the "Tiao-shih Marine
Ecological Conservation Demonstration Area", and the Dong-sha
Atoll National Park", and we believe that the rising public
conservation awareness, the facilitation of experts and scholars,
and the enforcement of the government power can contribute
to effectively enforcing the maritime administration work for

sustainable ocean.
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The Administration, in a decade's time since its initial
inception, has consistently upheld an administrative philosophy
of "an open ocean, servicing the public, and a sustainable
development" by enacting its role as a "guardian of the blue
national territories, a rescuer of maritime distress, and a
promoter of maritime affairs" in sparing no efforts for assisting
and promoting state-related maritime affairs. The Minister has
said that with Taiwan surrounded by ocean all around, we
need not profit from the sea but to allow the ocean a chance
to recuperate. In the future, the Coast Guard Administration
will continue to broach its operations through three aspects —
"Enforcing maritime law enforcement", "Offering comprehensive
maritime service", and "Expanding maritime affairs", with which

to map out an ecological, sound and sustainable ocean.

The "2010 World Oceans Day in Taiwan" event more than
marks a starting point in our promotion of a sustainable marine
policy, but it is also a tangible move in our active efforts to
bridge to international maritime affairs. It is highly anticipated
that through integrating the resources of the government,
industry and academic sectors, we will be able to expand
the general public's awareness and passion toward marine
conservation, and to promote the local denizens' awareness
of the ocean. In the meantime, it also lends a chance for
Taiwan to voice to the world: “Taiwan, as a seafaring country,
and a member of the global village, vows to join hand with

world countries in jointly contributing to maintaining the ocean

environment through a sustainable development approach".






