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Coast Guard A Trial for Servicemen
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before Entering the Real World
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In the book "Birth of Pupa", the author had a metaphoric
comparison between the growth of a caterpillar and a person.
Before college, a person is in his caterpillar stage of growth,
and he goes into the pupa stage when he is in college. As
he graduates from the college, he steps out of the pupa and
becomes a butterfly. Everybody starts as a caterpillar that
nobody will take seriously. However, whether he can shine like
butterfly after the metamorphosis depends on how hard he works
as a "pupa" . In Taiwan, every young man has to go through
a year of military service after college and before entering the
society, and this year will have a profound influence to what his

future will be.
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Every young man of 18 years or older will enter a year of
military service after finishing their school life and before entering
the real world. In an average military unit, the life in service will
make sufficient physical training for the servicemen to have
enough physical strength to face the upcoming challenges in
the society. The life in Coast Guard is like a small but complete
society where every one is tested to see how well he is
prepared for the challenging future. Every inspection office is
like a company. The companies vary in size, and have different
businesses and duties. Just like freshmen of society who have
to learn the knowledge that they don't know when they enter a
company, the servicemen have to start from the beginning for
the duties and businesses at the individual inspection offices.
Coast Guard servicemen are able to try out their sea legs and

see if they are ready.

Let's say the Coast Guard duties and businesses are a series
of exams. The duties are what the servicemen have to learn
in an inspection office, and to learn and get familiar with the
duties is like to get 60 points to pass the exam. Besides that, the
businesses are the extra points for the exam. One who finishes
his businesses as he should get a grade better than the passing
score, and one who finishes his jobs and has the spare time
to help others is considered the star of the inspection office.
The one year in Coast Guard helps every Coast Guard find out
whether he is ready for the unknown challenges in the society,
or whether he needs to improve himself so that he is prepared
what will be thrown at him when he is ready to be part of the real
world. | really hope that all the fellow Coast Guards and myself

will survive this one-year trial!
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