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Black plastic bags with bootleg cigarettes within
scattering on the deck of the fishing boat

Profecting Taiwan Through Maritime Low-enforcement,
Smuggling Cigarettes Can Hardly fo Ashorel
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On September12, the Fishing Boat "Shun-O-li VI'-Was

Seized by the Offshore Flotila 16 (Acti).
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The Offshore Flotilla 16 (Aoti) was informed that some
smugglers planned to traffic in illegal cigarettes by rushing
ashore while the patrol boats of the Maritime Patrol Directorate
General was carrying out the "0911 mission" of protecting the
Diaoyu Islands. When the flotilla received the information, they
immediately organized an ad hoc investigation group. They
wanted to make sure that the radar surveillance system was
closely monitored and that the movements of any suspicious
ships were carefully controlled. After long-term intelligence
deployment and inquiries into the situation,September 12t
15:50 the flotilla received information from the CGA's 2nd
Patrol Area Office that a target had been found at sea. At that
moment, the boat had seized the chance to sail out. The flotilla
immediately dispatched patrol boat PP-3575 to follow the
target boat without being seen, and this camouflage technique
succeeded in avoiding the smugglers' vigilant watch. Apart
from operating alone, the flotilla also informed related units to

launch a joint strike.
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The CGA staffs seized bootleg cigarettes
worth about NTD 5 millions at market price.
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The delivering boat "Shun-O-li VI"
with bootleg cigarettes
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At 20:10 on the same day, the flotilla staff found the target
14.3 nautical miles off Cape San Diego (25°04'N, 122°15'E),
as indicated on the radar screen. At first, the patrol boat
approached the smugglers at low speed. As soon as the staff
was certain that the smugglers had closed together side by
side to transfer illegal cigarettes, they directed the searchlight
at them. It could be observed that black plastic bags with illegal
cigarettes inside were scattering all over the deck of "Shun-
O-li VI". These bags provided sufficient evidence for criminal
charges. When crews on the sampans which had came to
collect the cigarettes saw that the crime was exposed, they
immediately escaped in all directions. Patrol boat PP-3575 now
increased its speed and started to pursue "Shun-O-li VI'. The
fishing boat was finally stopped and searched by the flotilla
staff. All the smugglers on board were brought back for further
investigations. Soon after this, the flotilla staff also asked the
CGA's coastal patrol corps to look for any suspicious sampans
and the gang members behind the trafficking. They hope to
stop the crime all together.

After the inquiry, Captain Ye confessed his crime, and it
was also discovered that the smugglers were trying to traffic in
a total of 200 cartons of "HALO" illegal cigarettes, worth more
than NTD five million NTD dollars.The smugglers were referred
to the Keelung District Court and Prosecutors Office on charges of

breaking the Tobacco and Alcohol Administration Act.

(The author is currently with the Offshore Flotilla 16 (Aoti) of the
Maritime Patrol Directorate General.)
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On 15 September, the Fishing Boat "Cyuon-(O-fa VI'-
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Wos Seized by the Offshore Flotila 13 (Budai).
Case 2
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Shortly before mid-September, the Offshore Flotilla

13 (Budai) received information from the Chiayi County
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fishing boat would traffic a batch of untaxed cigarettes into
Taiwan in time for the Mid-Autumn Festival to make a huge
profit. After studying the intelligence carefully, the flotilla
believed that it came from a reliable source, so the staff
immediately organized an ad hoc group with related units such
as the Coast Patrol Corps 4 and the Chiayi County Police
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Bureau. After several days of monitoring, staff on board Patrol
boat PP-5039 of the Budai Offshore Flotilla seized that batch
of illegal cigarettes at the time and place suggested by the
intelligence. They found the cigarettes on the deck of "Cyuan-
O-fa VI'. This was sufficient evidence for criminal charges, so
all the 6 smugglers (4 Taiwanese and 2 Indonesians), including

& the captain,&a i were brought back to the
AL flotilla for furth : '
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The CGA staffs found a large
amount of bootleg cigarettes in
the secret cabin.
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After the inquiry, all the 6 people on board confessed their
crimes, and the flotilla staff discovered that there were more
than 228 cartons of cigarettes found on the back deck. They
also found a suspicious secret compartment under the fishing
boat's cockpit. Captain Yang, after the inquiry, finally confessed
that there were 230 cartons of cigarettes in that secret
compartment. The final inventory showed that there were a total
of 458 cartons (worth more than NTD 10 million dollars at retail
price).The smugglers were referred to the Chiayi District Court
and Prosecutors Office on the charge of breaking the Tobacco
and Alcohol Administration Act, and the batch of cigarettes
were referred to the National Treasury Agency and the Finance

and Taxation Bureau, Chiayi County to be destroyed.

(The author is currently with the Offshore Flotilla 13 (Budai) of the
- Maritime Patro ;‘ te-G_é_neraI.) \
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Case 3
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On 26 September; the Fishing Boat "Sheng-O-fu'-

Was Seized by the Inspection and Seizures
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Both the delivering and the
purchasing boats were caught
with bootleg cigarettes.

Division of the Maritime Patrol Direcforote General.
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The seized cigarettes were DERBY (upper picture) and BLUE
BOX (lower picture) cigarettes made in China.

In mid-August this year (2010), the Inspection and Seizures
Division received information about a case of trafficking. After
further investigations, it was proved that a gang of smugglers
planned to traffic untaxed cigarettes and drugs into the country
to make a profit. They were coveting the potential benefits
of trafficking because the recent rise in cigarette taxes and
drug prices had increased the value of cigarettes and drugs.
The Inspection and Seizures Division reported the case to
Prosecutor Li and asked him to direct the investigation. The
Offshore Flotilla 5 of the Maritime Patrol Directorate General
was also included in the ad hoc group to launch a joint

operation.
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There were a total of 599,890 packets. Such a number was rarely
seen in the history of cigerette seizures.
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The Division filtered out unrelated information and found

that after completing customs clearance and leaving the port,
"Sheng-O-fu" did not return even after the approved number
of working days stated on the permit. It was very likely that
the fishing boat was used as a carrier to traffic in untaxed
cigarettes and drugs. Deployment and missions were soon
arranged, and several patrol boats dispatched by the Offshore
Flotillas 5 and 8 started to lie in ambush at sea, waiting to carry
out the interception mission. On September 25, 2010, "Sheng-
O-fu", after packing illegal cigarettes from the Philippines,
sailed back to a spot some 20 nautical miles off the island
of Mudoyu in Penghu County and waited for the fishing boat
"Chun-O-Q" to collect the cigarettes. The Offshore Flotilla
8 immediately dispatched several patrol boats in turn to
search for evidence and monitor the movement of "Sheng-
O-fu". On the same day, "Chun-O-Q" sailed from Shing-
da Port in Kaohsiung after completing customs clearance. lts
whereabouts were also controlled by the ad hoc group, and 2
patrol boats were dispatched by the Offshore Flotilla 5 to follow
and monitor "Chun-O-QO".

At 2pm on September 26, 2010, the information on the
radar of the patrol boat indicated that the two fishing boats had
finished the process of transfering goods. The ad hoc group
immediately ordered the staff on board the patrol boats to carry
out the seizure mission. The two patrol boats stopped and
searched "Sheng-O-fu" and "Chun-O-O" at 14:15 and 14:40
respectively. The fishing boats were found 20 and 18 nautical
miles north off the island of Mudoyu in Penghu County. A large
number of black plastic bags with untaxed cigarettes inside
were found scattering all over the decks of both boats. This
time both the deliverer and the purchaser were caught. The
prosecutor ordered that the two fishing boats be brought back
to Kaohsiung for further investigations. After arriving at the port,
the authorities found 900 cartons of untaxed cigarettes from
"Sheng-O-fu" and 300 from "Chun-O-Q". There were a total of
599,890 packets. Such a number was rarely seen in the history
of cigerette seizures.

(The author is currently with the Inspection and Seizures Division
of the Maritime Patrol Directorate General.)
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On October 7 the Fishing Boat “Sin-(O)-cheng'-Was

Seized by the Offshore Flotila 16 (Aoti).
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The CGA staffs found a
large amount of sealed black
plastic bags with bootleg
cigarettes within.
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A clear picture of the unwrapped bootleg
cigarettes

The ad hoc investigation group of the Offshore Flotilla 16
(Aoti) was reported to have launched a successful strike again.
On October 7, 2010 at 17:00 and 19:00 respectively, the group
received information from the CGA related units that a gang
of smugglers had sailed out to sea. Deployment and missions

were soon arranged by the ad hoc group.

The gang utilized boats on the sea (‘road-sweeping boats' in
slang) to spy on the flotilla's patrol boats. When they saw that
Patrol boat PP-3575 was heading to another area to assist a
case of marine salvage, they were prepared to traffic in illegal
cigarettes by rushing ashore. However, the ad hoc group
monitored the movements of the boat with the coastal radar
system, so the fishing boat "Sin-O-cheng" was intercepted at
20:30 four nautical miles off Aoti (25°04'N, 122°00'E) before
it could complete its trafficking action. The staff stopped and
searched the boat with searchlight. When the staff saw the deck
was full of untaxed cigarettes, which was sufficient evidence for
criminal charges, they immediately boarded the boat by force

and brought the crew back for further investigations.
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The CGA staffs launched a strike at night and
succeeded in intercepting the fishing boat which
had come to collect the cigarettes.
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The final inventory showed that the smugglers had
attempted to smuggle different brands of illegal cigarettes,
including 124 cartons (62,000 packets) of HALO cigarettes,
18 cartons (9,000 packets) of BLACK DEATH cigarettes, 26
cartons (13,000 packets) of JEBAO cigarettes, 31 cartons
(15,500 packets) of Taiwan168 cigarettes and 9 cartons
(45,000 packets) of COOPER cigarettes. The total number
amounted to 208 cartons (104,000 packets) of cigarettes
worth NTD 5 million. Captain Cai also confessed his crime
after being investigated. This case will be conferred to related
organizations after being dealt with by the CGA's Taoyuan
Reconnaissance Brigade.

The CGA is dedicated to enforcing laws at sea and
protecting the beautiful shores of Taiwan from the presence of
untaxed items trafficked in by smugglers. In this way, the health
of the public is also protected. Both the coastal and maritime
units of the CGA are striving to prevent any illegal activities,
displaying their abilities and determination to combat criminals.
In the future, apart from continuously conducting investigation
at sea and ensuring the safety of the sea area, the CGA will
also continue to improve the professional skills of its staff to

curtail any illegal behaviors.

(The author is currently with the Offshore Flotilla 16 (Aoti) of the
Maritime Patrol Directorate General.)

(The Photos with The Reconnaissance Brigade)
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The CGA staffs carried the cartons in relays,
opened them carefully, and made an inventory.
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